THIS FIRST OF MAY!

Come, Comrades young and Comrades oldl

Our crimson flag we will unfold

This First of May with strengthened hearts,

With upward gage, with fervor beld

Our insd fag, our blood.stained fag,
THIS FIKST OF MAY!

With steadfast steps, with tightened clasps

We'll lead the march of Laber strong:

Let tremble ail the threnes and crowns,

Let ruiers feari The giant comes

And shakes the earth and warns the world
THIS FIRST OF MAY!

“Mzke way, make way, 1 am awake!
My gaze Is keen, my torch iz high,
My power lics within my breast—
My swelling breast with high revolt!
1 bid you hait! I bid you halt

THIS FIRST OF MAY!

“] bid you stop this hellish game
This Sstsn’s genie thet nuts ai stake
Al Nature's strife for liigher sims,
For bdeiter lives, for nobler creeds!
Beware snd heed, for LABOR BIDS
THIS FIRST OF MAY!"

—Anna Rapport.
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“WHAT FOOLS THESE MORTALS BE!”

By James Howard Kehler

I passed a _sto_re-»whera\l win-
dow-dresser was working, pathet-

ically it seemed to me, with cheap

goodl and cheap accessories, to
"make a window ‘that would ap-
‘peal to the passers-by. He crept
i doiléd ‘sandals“ over a cheap
repe-tissue-covered floor to lay

 crepe-
carefully, tenderly, against a sim-

ilar crepe-tissue-covered box in
front, ‘a 'limp imitation-leather
handbag:

__ The scene was typu:al of what
is the matterswith our limited,

" unsocial and uncivilized pomt of

view as to what business is or

.___sl!oqld be. That is why it was

pathetic.
I did not blame the window-
dresser.
“1 did not blame his employer.
1 did not blame the poor shop-
girl who was going to labor pa-
thetically to sell this imitation
handbag to some other shopgirl
who could not afford to buy it,
but who must have it to make an
imitation impression upon imita-
tion people.
. .1 did/not blame the imitation
manufacturer who made the
shaddy handbag and who pro-
posed: getting rich through sup-
plying the artificial wants of an

. imitation. civilization.
«»-1.did not blame anybody.

1 felt sorry for everybody con-
cerned in the transaction and for

o everybody :affected by - it, how-

ever  remotely; whu:h includes

yml ladm A
it ‘was pathetic because social
“‘blindness 'is” the most pathetic
thing in the world -blindness to

’ w"m iiinéf processes; to any

)" evenelementary, of
what life means or of what we

are here for; complete, abysmai,
black blindness as to what con-
stitutes a logical, dignified, hon-
est, self-respecting place for one-
self in the general scheme of life.

The handbag had no excuse
even for existence.

Yet sentiment, potent human
life had been poured into it lav-
ishly—thousands of capable,
hopeful, creative human beings
had contributed to it; potentially
useful men had conceived and de-
signed it; workmen whose skill
could have erected a Pantheon
had built a factory and machines
to make it ; other men and women
were giving their lives to selling
it—all to the end that another
person, a fellow human who
could not afford it, should give
the result of her labor, which is
her life, to buy it.

And this one who buys, what
of her? Just this. She, too, most
likely, is giving her potentially
useful life 'to making or selling
some equally shoddy and inex-
cusable thing for and to those
who are giving their lives to
making and selling thiﬁg’s for and
to her.

Says Rear Admiral Chadwick:
“Navies and armies are insurance
for the wealth of the leisure class
of the nation invested abroad.”
And the premiums are paid in the
blood of workers who go to war
to assure capitalism a long life.

The self-sacrifice of a human be-
ing is not a lovely thing. It is often
a necessary and noble thing; but no
form nor degree of suicide can be
ever lovely.

MY COUNTRY

(The Young Socialist of Great
Britain)

My country is the world, I count
No son of man my foe,
Whether the wann-life currents
mount
And mantle brows like snow,
Or red or yellow, brown or black,
The face that into mine looks back.
|
My native land is Mother Earth,
And all men are my kin,
Whether of rude or gentle birth,
Or even steeped in sin,
Or rich or poor or great or small—
They are my brothers, one and all.

My flag is the star-spangled sky
Woven without a seam,

Where dawn and sunset colors lie
Fair as an angel's dream;

The flag that still unstained, untorn,

Floats over all of mortals born.

My party is all humankind,
My platform brothérhood ;

1 count all men of honest mind,
Who work for human good,
And for the hopes that gleam afar,

My comrades in this holy war.

My heroes are the great and good
Of every age and clime;
Together mocked, misunderstood,
And murdered in their time.
But, spite of ignorance and hate,
Known and exalted, soon or late.
—R. Whittaker.

Suicides occur because men
grow weary of life through failure
to obtain in a sufficient degree the
material things necessary to sus
tain and gladden life. The rem-
edy for suicides is to make the
sources of these necessities of life
equally accessible to all men, that
they may receive in return for
their labor those things which
they rightfully demand of life.
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| MESSAGE TO THE YOUNG
: ,

By Eugene V. Debs

If the young people to whom
this brief message may come, and
who are not yet Socialists, are
influenced in the least by what is
here said, I hope it may be in a
way to induce them to study So-
cialism and learn about the So-
cialist movement.

Frances Willard in her ad-
vanced years joined that she
might give the whole of her life

to this great movement,

The young of to-day will to-
morrow replace the old and rule
the world, and nothing is more
essential than that, they should he
imbued with the spirit of the fu-
ture and have ideas and ideals in
advance of the sordid ones which
have so long prevailed—ideas and
ideals which will develop their
latent energies and aspirations
and inspire them to nobler en-
deavors and loftier attainments
than were known to past gencra-
tions.

This is truly a wonderful age
—an age of magic, of marvels and
miracles, and the young of to-day
will witness the greatest social
transformation in history. In-
deed, the young will themselves
be the chief actors in this trans-
formation and determine by their
capacity to meet its demands and
take advantage of its opportuni-
ties the extent to which it shall
elevate and emancipate the race
and bless and ennoble mankind.

The: Socialist movement is the
essential historica] instrument in
this social transformation.

1t is a young movement and a
movement of and for the young.
It is the movement of the future;
the movement in which the young
of to-day who are alert enough to

catch its spirit will write their
names in immortal letters in the
history of the race.

Many of the old, the middle-
aged, and not a few.of even the
young have a tendency to drift
into ruts and grooves and remain
there. They cease to grow except
as they grow narrower. They
live in the past and become fos-
silized. They are mentally dead

EUGENE V. DEBS

long before they are physically
buried. They vote the same old
ticket, belong to the same old
party, have the same old ideas,
observe the same old customs;
and venerate the same old super-
stitions their dead ancestors did,
and if the world depended upon
them it would soon be one vast
cemetery.

But the greater part of the
young have the spirit of the living
present and. their minds are re-
ceptive to the new truths and new
ideas which precede the new and
better future, and it is therefore

to the young that the Socialist
movement makes its especial ap-
peal.

To the young the ideas and
ideals of the Socialist movement,
once understood, are not only ir-
resistible but command unswerv-
ing devotion and unfaltering con-
secration.

Here social service is not only
taught as a duty but practiced as
Indeed, duty and joy are
one in Socialism, and to gerve
greatly is to expand in grace and
live nobly for all time.

To you who are young the
world to-day presents the great-
est opportunity ever presented to
a rising generation since the
world began. Can you but realize
it, the future is rich beyond words
with the fulfilment of your
dreams.

I am not given to advice, nor
to preachment, but [ entreat the
youth of the land to learn the
meaning of this wonderful move-
ment to them and to mankind, and
to embrace its glorious opportuni-
ties for service and consecration
in the cause of humanity.

The young should fairly flock
to the splendid standard of the
Socialist movement that symbo-
lizes the coming era of world-
wide democracy and of brother-
hood and peace.

It is for the young to make
mighty the Young People’s So-
cialist League —organized to
teach them their first lessons in
the cause of international frater-
nity—that its beneficent power
may be felt in the great moral
struggle to put an end to war and
inaugurate. peace throughout the
world.

a joy.
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“The Suctalist‘movement is the
gr&test‘peace movement ever in-
stitiited among men. +It binds the
Mhm of all nations together in
bongds, of . bratherhood and love
and teaches them that war is mur-
der.and.a crime against humanity,

* andthat it is their highest duty to

dwe.!.!.;og_ev.h:r in unity and peace,
serye, one another with all their
hearts, and rejoice in the manifold
blessings. of a commonwealth of
comrades.

The young are naturally sensi-
tiverto the ¢ruelties and horrors
of war and all their sensibilities
should” be aroused against mili-
tarism in all its ghastly forms and
against the socfal system which
breeds - war among nations and
thrives i the bloodshed of the in-
nocénts. ;

In"the Young People's’ Social-
ist League the bright and prom-
ising young of to-day will find
full play for all their faculties and
full expression for all their hopes
and aspirations.

T4 encourage the young in this
great work is_to-go into partner-
ship with the future. and imsure
victory:to. th-e cause, and every
one of t.hur clders, especially the
old _and . seasoned camrades,
shotild help by all available means
to interest the young in the move-
ment that means so much to
them, and to build up and make
strong. t‘hc Young Pcople’s So-
cialist Le;gue that means so
much to the movement.

In a sense all Spcialists_are
young and the ‘pm( of Socialism
keeps ﬂl:m so, They gontmue to
grow and_ while . they grow they

cannot decay.

Man is no older than his heart,
and since Socialism keeps the

\ heatt'yourg the decrepitude and

infifiiity” that' fall to' the lot of

those who live in the past instead

of the future, are‘ not for Socialf
ists.

It is ip/this spirit of youth,
therefore, that 1 appeal to the
young and not in the spirit of sol-
emn and stupid moralizing that is
one of the afflictions of old age.

To the young of the land and of
all the world we extend our hands
with our hearts in them and bid
them welcome, a thousand times
welcome to the Socialist move-
ment, whose glorious mission it is
to bring.peace and joy to all man-
lind and make this our world a
world of loving comrades.

Good Health at a Cheap Price

An apple a day, it has been
wisely said, will keep the doctor
away, But so will plenty of
water, and water is cheaper and
handier than apples. Because
water is to be had for the asking
and taking, we do not value it
We are careful to wash our outer
Doctors say that if we all
gave the body eight glasses of
water each day doctors would
have less practice. “Most of us
would starve,” said one doctor
lately, “if people
schedule™:

bodies.

1 glass of water upon rising,

2 glasses of water between
luncheon and dinner,

1 glass of water upon retiring.
That is certainly not an impos-
sible achievement. “But,” added
this doctor, “although there are
two opinions ahout - drinking
water with meals, the weight of
medical opinion is against asking
food to swim in water. Before
and after meals is the safest rule
for drinking water, and then plenty
of it,” Tt is worth thinking about:
if we can get good health at so
cheap a price.

followed  this’

IN THE BLESSED NAME OF
PEACE

By The Rip Saw Poet

Let's build the biggest navy be-
neath the shinin’ sun,

For the way tb keep from fightin’
is to tote a loaded gun; -

And the only guarantee of peace,
so moneylords insist,

Is a chip upon your shoulder and
a musket in your fist.

That's the way they do in Eu-
rope, and anyone can tell

That nothin' but armed butchers
stop the world from raisin’ hetl,

So let's spend a thousand mill-
ions, and a thousand millions
more,

For battleships and cannon to
keep us out of war.

Let's trail behind war-demons,
like the kings' and kaiser's
geese,

With a chip upon our shoul-
ders, in the blessed name o
peace!

A Deep One

Johiiny stood beside his mother
as she made her selection from
the huckster's wagon, and the
farmer told the boy to take a
handful of cherries, but the child
shook his head.

“What's the matter? Don't vou
like them?” asked the huckster.

“Yes,” replied Johnny.

“Then go ahead an’ take some.”

~Johnny hesitated, whereupon

the farmer put'a generous hand-
ful in the boy’s cap. After the
farmer had driven on, the mother
asked: !

“Why didn't you take the cher-
ries when he told you to’"

- Causc his hand was ‘mgger n
mine.”
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i By Allan S. Benson, Socialist Candidate for President £
The calizpaign of 1916 opens a  were - dismissed as unpleasant capitalists fell out over a matter
time when the world is passing theorists, to-day Europe is writ- of trade and plunder—wherefore

through the blackest period of
modern history. What the civili-
zation of the future is to be or, in-
deed, whether there is to be any
civilization, is-beyond the power
of the human mind to know. Hu-
manity having sown in ignorance,
is reaping in agony.

1t is for us in this dark hour of
the world’s need to consecrate
otirselves anew to the principles
for :which we stand. It is for us,
who ‘know what it was that un-
loosened upon Europe titanic
forces of destruction to proclaim
to-all men that upon the capitalist
system lies the guilt. In the
United States the sun is still shin-
ing, but. its rays are coming
through a:rift in black clouds that
may at moment shut off the light
and turn on the lightning. If ever
there was need of devotion to a
jusig cause, it is now.

1f ever there was a time when
our’ philosophy should be con-
vinced it is now. Yesterday, we

ing in letters of fire and blood
athwart her midnight sky: “This

ALLAN S. BENSON.

war was caused by the greeds and
hatreds engendered by the capi-
talist system.” Great grqups of

millions were made to die.

The party has asked me to step
out, for a moment, from the ranks
and assume new duties. With un- "~
feigned humility 1 answer the
call, resolved to do my best. Tam
profoundly grateful for.the con-
fidence of the party that has so
long honored and will forever
honor our great comrade, Tugene
V. Debs. In the position to which
the party has called me, 1 feel.as
did Thomas Jefferson when he

went to Paris to become the
American minister to France.
“You have come,” asked the

Parisians, "to take Dr. Franklin's
place?” Mr. Jefferson always re-
plied: “Nobody can take Benja-
min Franklin's place. I am only
his successor.” 1 am but the suc-
cessor of Comrade Debs. T trust
that his great example may for-
ever inspire each of us to be not
only loyal and true, but energetic
and persistent in the propagation
of the principles of Socialism.

.o

% LOVBE!

By Neith Boyce

&

_ 'In' the poultry yard a little black
crow hoppcd -and fluttered about
p‘a}hencally The feathers of one
wing had been clipped, so he could
not fly. The fat golden and white
hens, busy about their domestic
affairs, paid no attention to the
stranger. They were absorbed in
family duties, calm, complacent.
The - rqosters, stepping about

proudly, sometimes glanced out of
one scornful eye at the crow, but

The little wild bird was very un-
happy. His light, brilliant eyes
glanced fiercely over the placid
throng about him; he made des-
perate efforts to escape. :

Clarissa pointed him out to meé
through the wire meshes. “It's so
hard to tame him!” she grieved.
“We have to keep clipping his
wing all the time or he would fly
away,”

She smiled with pleasure as she
looked at the crow, who just then
made one of his frantic and futile

attempts at flight. “Isn’t he charm-
ing!” she cried. *“What a beautiful
color—and just look at his wild
eyesl”

“Why don’t you let his feathers
grow—why don't you let him fly
away, if he wants to so much?" [
inquired, sentimentally.

Clarrisa opened her lovely eyes
wide at me.

“Oh, I couldnt do that!” she
said reproachfully, "I love him
too much!”
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' THE ‘BIRTHDAY OF YOUTH

By Wm. F. Kruse

In the ranks of those workers
**who' are ‘conscious of their his-
toric mission the Tirst of May
““has come to be an actual division
" ‘point ‘in"the calendar. The day
is rife with historical significance,
and scarcely a year goes by but
is marked with a renewal of some
struggle on the part of the work-
ers for freedom.

The history of this day is
bound up in late years with the
battle for the universal eight-
hour day. To America belongs
the honor of initiating the mod-
ern observance of the day, at the
St. Louis Convention of the A, F,
of L. in 1888 the date was set

“‘aside’as one on which two years
later to begin a general battle for
the eight-hour day, and the In-
ternational Socialist Congress of
Paris in 1889 adopted it as the
International Labor Day. From
1900 on, every year has been
marked by great demonstrations
in all parts of the world; parades,
meetings,” and strikes' for the
shorter workday being the gen-
eral forms taken.

Yet, we must not imagine that
this modern significance tells the
whole story of May Day, or that
it interprets the whole of its won-

i derful message to the youth of
“the world. Long before mankind
ever thought of Socialist or trade
union conventions there was ob-

- gervance of May Day. In almost
all the religions of the world May
_is a sacred month—it represents
the mother principle in life—the
rebirth of all the beauty and
ss:engtll that. makes the earth a

worth-while. glu; to, live in.
'Um.»tppllqn. of course, only to
the northern hemisphere where

N

May signifies the return of
Spring and the promise of ap-
proaching Summer. May is the
month symbolizing Youth—the
time when the sap in the trees
flows freely, and blood courses
wild and hot. It is the mating
season, and any student of ani-
mal life knows that at no time is
strength and courage at a higher
point than at this, the time of
love and mating.

Beauty, strength, courage,
hope, love—these are the words
conjured up by association with
the thought of May Day. What
can be more proper than that the
Young Socialist Movement claim
it for its own best day? It has
all of these things— beauty,
strength, courage, hope, and
love—all these belong by Na-
ture's mandate to- May. - Youth
belongs to May and Springtime
—and these twain are the certain
heritage of Youth. Every new
rebirth of the earth's gladness
has brought with it a rebirth in
the spirit of revolt so long dor-
mant in the breast of the prole-
tariat. And now, in these most
troublous times, it is again the
vouth, the organized youth, the
Young People’s Socialist Leagues
all over the world, that are in the
vanguard of the fighters for free-
dom.

The spirit of the Young So-
cialist International is the hope
of the future; it must be, for,
mothered by immortal Revolu-
tion herself, and fathered by the
grim Experience of by-gone gen-
erations, theirs is the heritage of
all the ages, the earth and all
upon it. May Day—the day of
Youth—is with us, In solid

Solidarity.

alignment we await the call to
storm the ramparts of privilege;
we shall drive misery and oppres-
sion from the happy face of
Spring-visited earth forever.

YELLS IN NEW YORK AND
NEW JERSEY

Like practically all college
boys and girls and also many
high school students the boys
and girls of many Y. P. S’ L.
Leagues have a special “Yell”
invented for themselves.

The Greater New York leagues
as represented in the District
Committee adopted the following,
originally introduced by the

| Comrade Club of Hudson Coun-

ty, N. J.:

Organization | Education!
COMRADE!—
are we in it> Well, T guess! So-
cialism! Socialism! Socialism!
Yes—Yes—Yes!

The Bronx Yell

The Bronx League still yells
its own yell, which yells:

Rah! Rah! Rah! Sis! Boom!
Bah! Who in the world do you
think we are? Well! Well!
Well! Yell! Yell! Yell! We are
the boys of the Y. P. S. L.
Young People's Socialist League!
Bronx! Bronx! Bronx!

It is a generally accepted fact
to-day that worry kills thousands
and shortens the lives of thou-
sands more. Ninety per cent. of
all worry is due to some economic
cause—worry about making a liv-
ing, worry about paying interest
on the mortgage, worry about not
being able to give wife and chil-
dren the things they need and to
which they are justly entitled.
Socialism will remove the cause of
this worry. Under Socialism we
will not only live better but
longer. Do you object?
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‘%% PREPAREDNESS 3

By George R. Kirkpatrick, Socialist Candidate for Vice- President

| Why should a chattel slave
“prepare” his master for defend-
ing anything monopolized by his
master?

Capitalism rests on ignorance
and bayonets.

Capitalistic ‘“preparedness” is
in the ignorance of the workers
and in the bayonets for the
workers.

The present cunning shout of
the ruling class for “prepared-
ness” is intended to perpetuate
the ignorance and guarantee the
bayonets. “Preparedness,” as now
defined and planned by the capi-
talist class, deepens and solidifies
the workers’ ignorance and equips
the capitalist state for operating
capitalism — always, everywhere
and under all circumstances
against the fundamental interests
of the working class.

* * *

The recent and present swift
growth of the working class
movement of the world, con-
vinced and now convinces the
ruling class that it must either
confuse the issue or be destroyed
by the working class; that it must
either confuse the issue or be
driven from the industries and
legislatures of the world by the
increasingly conscious and self-
respecting working-class.

Therefore, confuse the issue:

that is, shout “preparedness” and
call it "palriotism"—and the old,
old trick will be turned once more
against another generation of the
horny-handed, gullible six-footers
of the working-class.

GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK

As long as the working class
can be confused and tricked into
the pitiful attitude and condition
of political infant and intellectual
suckling, it will be flattered,
crushed and robbed in times of
peace, and flattered, bled and
robbed again in times of war. In
the present war, and in the “next
war,” and in the class war the

only thing the capitalist class

sincerely fears, is a working class
too cunning to fight for a civiliza-
tion which the workers are
shrewdly kept too ignorant and
busy to kccrfly, deeply and com-
fortably enjoy ;—a working class
too cunning to bleed itself into
pale-faced stupidity, licking the
boot that kicks it while it yawps
patriotism and wallows in its own
ignorance and poverty from
which ignorance and poverty the
working class can never escape
while the ruling alass is “pre-
pared.”
* * *

A decision for “preparedness”
now will throw the working class
under the boot and fist of the god
of war and of the capitalist class
—to cringe and groan, helpless as
sheep before wolves.

I refuse to be confused.

Look at Europe and learn what
“preparedness’  prepares for.
Look at Colorado and Calumes
and West Virginia and learn what
“preparedness” prepares for. —
Look also, with very special care,
at the unholy brutality and cun-
ning of the assassins of the sacred
rights of freedom of discussions,
and you must surely realize that
the “preparedness” of militarism
leads straight on to the lynching
of liberty.

“Thou shalt not kill.” KExcept
by blocked exits, subway explo-
sions, adulterated food, slums,
fire-damp, fast trains,
shops. In short, in the regular
course of trade—.“Life.”

sweat-

=

The bookkeeper who had work-
ed twelve hours a day for thirty

years paused to look at the

captivity of a canary. “How

pathetic!” he exclaimed.—* “Life.”

Marx's favorite  quotation:
“Follow your course and let the
people talk.”

It is the his:)ry of our kindness
that alone makes this world toler-
able.—Robert Louis Stevenson.
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t FRANZ MEHRING ADVISE T0 YOUSG MER :
"...’l.h':l-n. ever., ;in(l vou will be John Peter Altgeld, jurist,

If one can think of humanity
in times like this, it is when we
think of men like Franz Mech-
ring, the great German Socialist
philosopher and historian who
recently celebrated his 70th
birthday, that we feel pride and
happiness, that we, too, are part
of ‘the movement that can pro-
duce men like he. In a time
when- 50 many-leading spirits-of
the Socialist International have
fallen, when so many failed to
adopt their Rocialist philosophy
to existing facts. when a great
historic moment found so many
unprepared, [IFrahz Mehring re-
mained true to his principles, and
carried out the spirit of his life
work.

Many of us have heard of the
single cdopy of the publication
“The International.” that was
published by Mehring and Rosa’
Luxemburg in April, 1915, as a
rallying cry to all who had re-
mained International, which was
confiscated by the German mili-
tary powers and was reprinted in
Bern, Switzerland. But few of
us know that Franz Mehring, in
the very first days of the war,
called to the comrades who were
almost all carried away in a tu-
mult of patriotic fever, back to
their duty as Socialists.

In an article that appeared in
the black August days of 1914, in
the Party organ of Rremen, he
reminded them that our great

Tommittee took the following.
ways taught that “not the good
will"of humans decides. but the
inevitable law of material things.

“If the German Empire should
come out of this war as the vic-
tor, not you, but the possessors,
will’ become stronger, miglticr

weaker, more impotent than be-
fore.” To write as Mehring
wrote, to speak as he spoke in
those days was not only heroic,
but it was the act of a man whose
mind is firm and strong, whose
principles are so deeply rooted

“what no chaos of events, no voice

of a delnded people can ceniuse

+ them. -

%

What helped Franz Mehring to
hold up his head in this terrible
crisis? Ile knew, as perhaps no
other man in the whole Socialist
movement, the historical devel-
opment  of the working-class.
Ilis ideals were firmly founded
upon_knowledge, upon fact.

The_new International will use
the Splendid gifts that Franz
Meliring has, in his twenty-five
vears of untiring work, as ore of
the few things that are left out
of the wreck of the splendid
building of our movement, upon
which a newer and a better In:
ternational may he built.

May he live for many years to
work and teach among us in the
same spirit.

FOR THE BOGIE MAN WILL
GET YOU IF YOU DON'T
WATCH OUT

By Joseph Adelstein.

Put a rifle to your shoulder,

Put a bay'net in your hand,

I’ut a Rible in your pocket,

For your country take-a stand.

Spend a hundred million dollars,

Make a thousand grafters rich,

For the Germans or the Mexicans,

I don’t know which,

Will get you if you don't watch
out ...

_the courage

statesman, publicist, humanitar.
ian; foe of privilege and defender
of human rights; of whose sterl.
ing kind the: world has too few,
and the characteristics of whose
make-up we should aim to emu-
late, died just fourteen years ago.

What could be more beautiful
than the following sentiment ex-
pressed—-by him to the younger
generation :

“Let me say to the young men:
This age is weary of the polite
and weak camp followers, weary
of servility, weary of cringing
necks and knees bent to corrup-
tion. This.age is calling for cour-
age, calling for strong character,
calling for men of high purpose,
calling for men-who have convic-
tions of their 6Wn and who have
to act on them.
Young men, life is before you.
Two voices are calling you—one
coming from the swamps of
selfishness and force, whose suc-
cess means death; and the other
from the hilltops of justice and
progress, Where even failure
brings glory. Two lights are seen
in your horizon—one is the fast-
fading marsh light of power, and
the other the slowly-rising sun
of human brotherhood. Two
ways lie open for you—one lead-
ing to an ever lower and lower
plane, where are heard the cries
of despair and the curses of the
poor, where maniood shrivels
and possession rots down the
possessor; and the other leading
off to the highlands of the morn-
ing, where ar¢ heard the glad
shouts of humanity, and where
honest effort is rewarded with
immortality.”

By May Reinhardt

eeersces . tecsestees oo oo oveeeed

- KARL LIEBKNECHT - if

R e 1

.

Ii we hearken back! over the
turmoil and noisy confusion of
the twenty months of war in Flu-
repe we wil] hear the one clear
voice that rang true abovelall the
discord. We will see one mun
who was neither hoodwinked out
of his principles nor frightenced
into denying them. This was
Karl Liebknecht.

When he visited this country
in 1910 the small group of youny
Socialists then organized in New
York invited him to address thuir
meeting. They found in him a .in-
cerc iriend of the young Social-
ist movement. -

Liebknecht grew up with the
movement in Germany. e ex-
plained the conditions which
gave rise to and necessitated the
organization of young Socialists
there and proved that _similar
conditions exist here, by his ob-
servations during his transconti-
nental tour. In Germany the
league is a sort of union guarding
the economic interests of its
members and working in unison
with the labor arganizations and,
wherever the conditions pfrl]lit,
in  alliance with the Socialist
Party by means of committees.
One of its special purposes is to
counteract the inroads
upon the workers’ health, by en-
couraging hikes and outdoor ex-
ercise. Through courses it sup-
plements the faults of omission
of the public schools, and strives
to awake in its members a desirz
for more knowledge! In order to
lead the young people to higher

made

ideals and a broader view of life
it necessarily follews that they
must study politics and take 2
stand on the important problems
of the day. Morcover, the So-
cialist teaching of the young peo-
ples is merely an antidote to the
carefully planted and adminis-
tered capitalist viewpoint given
by the public schools amd organ-
izations like the Boy Scouts.

KARL LIEBKNECHT

Liebknecht said that he felt
confident that the two main
points of the “"Communist Mani-
festo,” the emancipation of the

working-class, must he affected
by the workers themselves, and
"'\\‘orkingmcn of the World,
Unite!” could Dbe clearly ex-
plained and
child of twelve,  And he con-
tended that if a child had once
grasped these two great thoughts

ugderstood - by a

he would be a Socialist, and
every other requirement would
naturally follow later.

After telling how the young
Socudist organizalipn wis perse-
cuted in Germany he pointed out
the bitter need of a strang argan-
izaton here where children afe
exploited to a far greater extent
than e Germany. e expressed
the hope that New vork would
lewh mothe good work and that
we would have a representative
of the Young People’s Socialist
Leagae of the United States at
the  International  Congress in
\tenna in 1913

Comridles, we were not repre-

<ented at that congress, and now
it 1~ more than five vears since
our great leader outlined our
duties for us. Have we held to
the course and  steared straight
for the goal?  Does cach one of
our menmbers realize suificiently
the importance or our work?
There will Te another congress in
SQwitzerland in September. this
vear. | am suge that if the war
closes before that date the Y. P
S, L.oof this country could find
4 wiy o have a representative
there. 1 am also confilent that
RKar! Lighknecht will he there,
too \Vhat Kind of a showing
will we make when reports are
reid Let us keep this momind
and stram every effort o make

our eiganization  betterand

stroneer to show our apprec
ten and understanding 0 the
splenduld Narl  Lich-

knecht hraught ns,

nessige

It costs England £5.000,000 a
day to carry on !l}c war, Ger-
many £4,000,000, Russia £2,000,-

000, France £ 3.000.000. \Wonder
what it costs the devil to run hell?

“The werkers are robbed and

starved to death m peace times
In war they are given a ek

despatelr front their < Goery B
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THE "BUGLE CALI

(For Our Younger Readers)

How the German Lad Answered It

By Russell Everett

Kl and his mother were walk-
ing along one of the broad streets
of the city of Berlin, when suddenly
(there. came the shrill call of the
bugle. It from the distance,
and yet it was a pleading, living,
attractive call, It came nearer and
nearer, and' then the whole band
crashed out in stirring military
music. Karl, like most boys, and
especially German boys, loved mu-
sic, and he caught his mother's arm
and wanted her to stop to look and
listen. Marching past was one of
the German regiments of soldiers.
They looked strong and brave. In
front was an unfurled banner bear-
ing the sign of thé eagle.

That bugle note still lingered in
the air; that military music still
made Karl feel that he, too, would
like to “fall in” behind these march-
ing men. That was just the first
feeling, for Karl, though he was
only twelve years old, knew what
soldiers and martial music really
meant—war. War—yes, his father
had told him what war was, He
had described the, battles to him.
The fathers and brothers of the
French boys and girls on one side,
and their own German fathers and
brothers‘on the other side. They
had never seen eacir other before,
so they had never quarrelled; but
their rulers had told them to fight,
and so they marched away from
their homes, following their ban-
ners. Ah! fighting was awful. As
Karl heard the bugle call and the
“tramp, tramp” of the marching
soldiers, he could almost fancy he
heard the moaning of wounded and
dying men, thé whizzing of the
shells, and the screaming of fright-
ened horses. Yes, Karl knew what
war was—pain and suffering and
death, all that was cruel and hor-

rible. French boys and girls who
would never see their fathers again,
German boys and girls who would
never again spend happy evenings
with father and mother—because
the German father and the French
father would not come home from
the war. Karl liked music, and the
colors, and the floating banner—but
war, no, he hated war,

But there was a yearning in his
heart. He turned from the march-
ing soldiers; and looking pleadingly
at his mother, asked—"Is there no
bugle call for me, mother? Is there
no banner [ can follow?" His
mother smiled. “Yes, my boy,
there is,” she said. “When little
children cry because they are hun-
gry and cold; when mothers and
sisters are sad and ill because of
hu.v;dm.td:as;.wh:um;;mn
ask that they may have work to do
in order to live, these are bugle
calls to you, my brave Karl. When
the common people—not the rich
and powerful—plead for a chance
to see and enjoy the beaiitiés of the
world, the wonders of distant lands,
the rolling seas, the mighty moun-
tains, the laughing valleys, when
they plead for a richer, fuller, ‘big-
ger’ life, that is the bugle’s call to
you.”

Karl listened breathlessly. “The
cry of pain or suffering, the low
sigh of sadness, the yearning call

, for love and pity, whether from

some German city or English vil-
lage, these are the bugles calling to
‘follow the flag’ and to fight,”
“Yes, mother,” said Karl,
what banner do you mean?”
“Our banner, Karl, has only
two words upon it—Justice’ and
‘Love,” " replied his mother,” “That
banner .with its message flaming
red, like blood upon the snow, leads

“but

us on. In'our army we fight—not
with swords and guns—that justice
may make all men and women like
brothers and sisters, free and equal,
that none shall be called great
merely because they are rich, but
just because they are noble, We
fight as soldiers of love to bring
joy to the sad, smiles instead of
tears, love and understanding in-
stead of hate and fear. Our fight,
Karl—and it is a hard one—is not
to kill and hurt, but to heal; not to
destroy the beautiful, but to help
the beautiful to win everywhere;
it is to make all really happy. No
one will be poor, because none will
be very rich when our victory is
won. There will be no masters, for
there will be no slaves when our
banners of ‘Justice and Love' flies
where the German Eagle, the Un-
ion Jack, and all such flags now
fly.” /
“Look,” said the German mother,
as they reached the end of the
street, “the sun has scattered the
morning fog, and revealed the
beauty of the day; our fight will
scatter the fog of suspicion and
hate and drive pain and poverty
from the world; and instead of the
bugle call and the martial music
calling to cruel jwar, there shall be
the music of the peoples of every
land ‘living out’ the song of justice
and love in real comradeship.”

Living on Hope

An examination was being held
in little (Emma’s school and one
of the questions asked was:

“Upon what du hibernating ani-
mals subsist-during the Winter?”

Emma thought for several min-
utes and then wrote:

“On the hope of a coming
Spring.”

HE

HOW DO WE STAND ON “PREPAREDNESS”?

By Joshua Wanhope

Foeerorees

Every young Socialist should
not only be an advocate of pre-
paredness, but should do every-
thing in his power to prepare
himself.

This may seem a strange thing
to advocate, but only so because
in the popular sense just now
*preparedness means fighting for
the ruling-class—for the (.ap:la.l
ist and the mjlitarist.

The Socialist is a fighter. He
is by no means a pacifist. He be-
lieves in war—against capitalism
and everything that supports it,
and the best Socialist is he who
fights the hardest against it.

It is a nonsensical contradiction
to declare that Socialists carry on
the class struggle, and still are
pacifists — “opposed to war on
principle,” as the common saying
goes.

The Socialist- is not opposed to
war on principle, by any means.
Just the opposite in fact. He is
opposed to but one kind of war
—the war that is fought in the
iriterests of the ruling-class and
for the preservation of capitalist
class rule. But as to war, the
other way around, he is an enthu-
siastic advocate of it.

His weapons now are knowl-
edge, education, and propaganda,
leading to Socialist organization
and power. Young or old, these
weapons are common to all So-
cialists.

They are not deliberately
chosen on our part. They are for
the time being the best available,
and we have practically no choice
but to use them.

But it should never be forgot-
ten that a time may come—as in-

deed times have come in past his-
tory—when these weapons will
be neither available nor of any

effect; when a cause has to be
fought for with physical wea-
pons, This time may come to

Socialists, and they should never
leave it out of their reckoning.
When it does come they will

JOSHUA WANHOPE

have one of two choices; either to
fight or surrender without a
blow.

We might wish that physical
force should play no part in the
coming of Socialism, but our
wishes do not alter the facts,
That method of fighting may
come, for all we can do to pre-
We have no choice of
we must take those

vent it.
weapons ;

that are for the moment availa-’

ble. And it is well for us, and
especially for the younger So-

cialists to keep this possibility
continually in mind.

But in the meantime and at
present, the best and most avail-
able weapons are knowledge,
education and a determined per-
sistence to spread the Socialist
principles everywhere among the
voung and old.  Just
now, that preparedness is thé
kind most necessary. It may not
always be, however. The form
of the fighting may- change and
the weapons change also. That
is a matter over which we have

workers,

no control.

And it is particularly import-
ant that the younger Socialists
know and recognize this fact.
The older men among us, who
are past the physical fighting age,
are not so much concerned per-
sonally. They have done and
are still doing their work with
intellectual weapons. But the
younger generation may have to
conduct the fight differently, and
should always keep in mind that
possibility.

To-day, the entire capitalist
world seems to be in the melting
pot. It is not so much the gigan-
tic war and the destruction of hu-
man life entailed, as the tremen-
dous economic changes that it al-
ready has forced, and is still forc-
ing. It is not only Socialists who
Lelieve that’ the war is cutting
the ground from under the still
existing capitalist regime, but
many capitalists also, and hosts
of people who have no connection
with and no particular sympathy
for Socialism.

It is in and under such condi-
tions that the younger generation
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—of Sonahata will have to do their

P

work! They. come into the field
at:the instant when a tremendous
eémbm:c cataclysm is convulsing

lOClely It nay be that in

s’ Western Hemisphere we So-
cuhns will be spared the neces-
uty of actually grasping new
weapons with which to fight out
the class struggle, but there is no
such probability-that-the Social-
ists' of TFurbpean countries will
escape: -the imperatwé necessity
of ,uﬁng up arms—at least here
and there if ‘not universally—=to
1o a finish the social revo-
lution A.that capitalism and mili-
taridm  Nave started, On them
hg,s the morq probable burden of
usmg arms to finish_the capital-
ist monster in_his last ditch.

7 Huhdréds of thousands of LFu-
rtﬁs..h mh-.t;—mostly all
yéuisrﬁ:mtn——arn serving in tho
Enmpetn Brmies at  present.

ot*be all slain or dis-
1ers ‘whd are noL \0-

clua,mtght rely on to fight So-

Qﬂﬂu after the war, will suffer
in“the game proportion. The So-
are at no disadvantage in
. for in these matters,
war s impartial. * But they will
hl.ie I;lmed how to fight; they
will hlvg faced death a thousand
hﬂﬁ"? they will have - learned
much about’ the economic basis
of 'mc_tﬁty that demands their

__slanghter, and they will teach

multitudes of others. They are
now getting the best kind of
preparation for turning on their
former s, and_eliminating
them by physical force, if that be-
comes necessary for the final
emmp‘(mn of the European
proletariat.

~Should this happen, as it is
very. probable it will happen,
should we deplore the situation,

~ or should we do all'jn our power

to cheer and encourage our Eu-
ropean comrades in the struggle?
The answer is easy. We should
be with them heart and soul—if
we are Socialists., And we should
ourselves be ready to admit that
were we in a like situation, we
also should do as they are doing.

And this is the probable situa-
tion that nine-tenths of the
world's Socialists are now facing.
We may not have to face it, but
we cannot be quite certain, We
can only be certain of what we
would do under similar circum-
stances, If the fight in this form
is forced on, us, then we will
fight as best we can. It is not
our choice, but the war against
capitalism must be continued un-
til that system is overthrown,
and if it has the choice of wea-
pons and selects, those that it is
now using in Europe, we have no
alternative but to do the same.

We are not pacifists.  We are
fighters, with any and all wea-
pons we can use or are forced to
use. "We are not “opposed to
war on principle.” We are “coth-
mitted to' war on principle” in-
stead. The war is the class war,
and the principle is Socialism,

Let the young Socialists look
these facts in the face and accept
them as such. Nothing is gained
by ignoring, them, and much is
lost. When we are discussing
preparedness, let us not forget that
we are advocates of it for one pu=-
pose and for one purpose alone,
the overthrow of Capitalist - Slav-
ery and the establishment of So-
cialist Freedom.

A horse is no wealth to us if we
cannot ride, nor a picture if we
cannot see, nor can any noble thing
be wealth, except to a noble person,
—Ruskin.

As the art of life is learned, it
will be found at last that all lovely
things are also necessary.—Unto

this Last,

IDEALISTS

%

Brother Tree: :

‘Why do you reach and reach?

Do you dream some day to touch
the sky?

‘Brother Stream:

Why do you run and ruh?

Do you dream some day to fill

‘the sea?

Brother Bird:
Why do you sing and -ung
Do you dream—
Young Man:
Why do you talk and talk and
talk? ;
Alfred Kreymborg.
+ A Real Pessimist

Timothy MeNulty was boss of
a section of a Southern railway
which included several tunnels.
Timothy had as his guest Barney
Mahoney, a new arrival from old
Ireland, and together they were
making an inspection pf the road
one motning. As they neared one
of the tunnels they were greeted
with the piercing whistle of the
limited, and stepped aside until it
had passed. Barney 'stood. in
open-mouthed wonder as-the fast
train neared, passed, and entered
the tunnel at the rate of fifty miles
qn hour,

“Ain’t that foine?” said Tim-
othy, as the last car finally dis-
appeared. “Talk about yer wun-
derful invintions! Where'll yer
find anythin’ ter bate that?”

Barney was awestruck, and it
was some moments before. he
could  adequately express his
lhmxghh
Timothy, 'tis foine,” said
he, finally, “but I was jist thinkin’
what a turrible thing "twould be if
it should miss th’ hole!” .

The ruling ideas of every age
are the ideas of the ruhng classes.
—Karl Marx.

THE YOUNG SDCTALISTS MAGAZINE

13

SWALLOWING THE SW QRD

—By Robert Minor

R
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' % DISARMAMENT % :
4 .
{ . et et eareetioseed
Poessocvooss e S .
ite 1 i v Union and arbitration supersede
We Ngve ontgrowd the helmst and Unite 8 100 e i The cated implements of war,
o SHFTass, 3 4 the javelin,  Disarm the world, and let all nations  Dyjsarm the, wocld, and bid destructive
e spear, the arrow, and the javelin. thoinght
These crude inventions. of a cruder },iL:nf::u not monsters, when dis- <)y ke a serpent from the mortal
v, M . utes arise. mind
When men killed men to show their h:‘“ crossed opinions tangle into. ool the marshes of abliv-
love for God, snarls, _
And he whe slaughtered” most “was [et courts untie them, and no armies \ arise!  Disarm!
greatest king. cut, .
We have outgrown the need of war! When State discussions breed dissen- —Fila Wheeles Wilcox.
Should mea sions, let 2
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1 THE BITTER CRY

"By Pierre De Nio

OF THE CHILDREN

“*It is good when' it happens,
say the children, ‘That we die be~
foreour time."” : ;

~ This subject was the topic un-
der discussion in the Church
House, at the Church of the Mes-
siah, on Sunday Evening, April
. the 9th.

Mr. Edward F. Brown, Secre-
tary of the  New York School
Lunch Committee, was one of the
speakers, and he made some state-
ments that are worthy of serious
consideration by all peaple -who

: have the intergsts of society at
5 heart.
p There are kown to be 40,000
children in the City of New York
who are suffering from malnutri-
tion; malnutrition means, to
speak plainly, that the child so
suffering does not have enough
to eat.

John Spargo in his very valua-
ble book on the subject tells us
that there are ten million in the
United States who live below the
poverty line.

This situation assumes very
grave proportions, when we real-

part of society when it reeks such
havoc among the children.

Last year $800,000,000 were
spent in the United States in sup-
porting - custodial  institutions,
while the public schools spent
only $750,000,000. Society in the
United States needs fifty million
dollars more to support its vic-
tims than it uses to support its
‘school system. , i

If we could add to that amount
the vast sums used by the chari-
table organizatiéns we could form

- some jdea of what is becoming of
the working-class of América.
This condition of slow starva-

ize that it strikes at the most vital

tion among the “kiddies” has two
very grave aspects. First, it is
the brutal and inhuman phase
that arrests the attention of the
thinking person, to see the suffer-
ing of the children from cold and
hunger in a world of plenty. Sec-
ond, it is the poor business of so-
ciety to allow its future citizens
to grow up amid the squalor and
filth and misery, that is the inevi-
table result of poverty.

Eight hundred million dollars
per year to support the dneffi-
cients in ‘the United States, and
where do they come from?
Mostly from the poverty-stricken
homes of the poorly-paid workers.

The children are helpless; they
are born into families that, in
many-eases, do not care foF-them
and cannot adequately care for
them, but that is beyond them to
avoid. If they are to live and be-
come worthy citizens instead of
inmatesof one of theinnumerable:
custodial institutions when it be-
hooves society in the United
States, in the twentieth century,
to think of samething other than
its “heroic moud” and open.its
eyes to the fact that its future cit-
izens need attention.

One of the first steps toward a
remedy for this very harmful
state of affairs will be laws regu-
lating the wages, to the extent
that fathers may obtain a living
that will ensure the children
against suffering from hunger.

Then to make conditions that
will ensure the children a decent
childhood and an education, so-
ciety must take control of indus-
try and use it to make child life
and adult life “a thing of beauty
and a joy forever” not a black
night of misery and despair,

THESE THINGS SHALL BE
By J A. Sy nonds
These things shall be! A loftier

race

Than eler the world hath
known shall rise

\ With flame of freedom in their

souls,
And light of science in their
eyes.

They shall be gentle, brave, and
strong
To spill no drop of blood, but
dare
All that may plant man’s lord-
ship firm
On carth, and fire, and sea, an.l
air.

Nation with nation, land with
land
Unarmed shall live as com-
rades free;
In every heart and brain shall
throb
The pulse of one fraternity.

* New arts shall bloom of loftier

- mouldy- - -
And mightier music thrill the
skies,

And every life shall be a song

When all the earth is paradise.
These things—they are no
dreanf—shall be '
For bappier men when we are

gone:
Those golden days for them shall
dawn,
Transcending aught we gaze
upon.

Not Dangerous.

“You ¢, iticize us,” said the Chi-
nese visitor, “yet I see all your
women have their feet bandaged.”

“That is an epidemic,” it was
explained to him, gently, “which
broke out in 1914. Those are
called spats.”

THE YOUNG SOCIALISTS M.\\G.\ZTNE

“ KEEP THE RED FLAG FLYING J

By William Morris Feigenbaum

rosree vossl

May Day, 1916, finds a world
that is sore distracted. Never in
the history of the modern labor
movement has there been such a
year, excepting only 1915. The
terrible slaughter of the past two
years continiies with unbated
fury.. The hideous carnage  of
Verdun has been, at this writing.
going on for fifty days, and two
hundred thofisand human beings
have paid the price of the mad-
ness of the world wifh their lives.
The venomous hatreds of the na-
tions at war is growing in inten-
sity. At noted priest, the “So-
cialist killer,” Vaughan, shouts at
a London throng, “Our business
is killing Germans.” Germans in
a “charity” bazaar in"New York
show the sweet feelings engen-
dered by war by firing at wooden
figures of French and British sol-
diers in the shooting galleries.
French musicians say that they
never couid endure Wagner.
People is\ set against people. Race
is made to hate race. The hot
passions of the human race are
aroused to the most intense pitch
of madness that modern history
records.

In this country, a systematic
agitation has sprung up to con-
vert the nation into an armed
camp. Wild-eyed, inflammatory,
incendiary agitators, like Theo-
dore Roosevelt, Leonard Wood,
Henry A. Wise Wood and the
rest, are trying to lash the coun-
try into a frenzy of Thilitarist
passion, The whole press is pur-
chased or feeds willingly at the
trough of militarist lies. The
whole of public opinion is worked
until it would.seem that shame-
Jessness had reached its limit. to
make the people acquicsce in o

Prussianization of the country
such as Germany and France to-
gether never dreamed of.

The President of the United
States, in his race for re-election,
makes an agitation tour for mili-
tarism around the country, arous-
ing terrible fears by veiled utter-
ances, backed up by lying “news”
from the rumor factory at Wash-
ington, until the nation is ready
to break into war for no discern-
able reason whatever.

And all the time. the welfare of
the workers is totally forgotten in
this awful welter of hatreds, fears,
lies, betrayals, slaughter. The
workers are forbidden to think of
themselves. They are told that
nothing comes before the welfare
of “the country,” and they.are
made to accept whatever the mas-
ter class says is “the country.”
It is “America first,” poverty,
starvation, unemployment, prosti-
tution, hunger, factory fires and
all.

The best of the manhood of Eu-
rope would not now be slaugh-
tered and slaughtering each other
if the workers had not followed
their masters when the masters
waved a flag and bade the work-
ers follow, shouting “Germany
first,” or “England first,” or
“Russia first,” or “France first.”
Furope marched straight into the
shambles just because the masses
took the cheap and lying claptrap
of the master class for “patriot-

jsm." forgetting what Dr. John-
ston said, that “patriotism is the
last refuge of the scoundrel,”

Now is not the time to speak of
our European comrades with
_either commendation or condem-
nation, We must not condemn
them because they did what we

do not like; we must not follow
them because they acted in a cer-
tain way. We must view their
acts and judge if it aided or
barred the onward march of the
workers, and we must profit by
their mistakes. They are in-the -
battleline, slanghtering for king.
kaiser and czar and banker, mis-
led by the cry of “patriotism.”
Therefore, we must learn how not
to be misled.

Our task is to keep the banner,
of Internationalism aloft. Qur
task is to keep alive the spark of
international solidarity. We have
seen the sham and the fraud and
the crime of narrow, bigotted my-
country-right-or-wrong “patriot-
ism Out upon it! Down with
it!

Our enemy is the capitalist
class of the world. Our cornrades
are the militant workers of the
world, Our task is to overthrow
capitalism. Nothing less.

They fly the black flag of inter-
national piracy. They use meth-
ods that would have made Cap-
tain Kidd and Nero and Tambur-
laine green with envy. They have
debauched and poisoncd wnil
warped and infected the whole
human race. And they call us to
do their foul and rotten work, as
our comrades were fooled into do-
ing in Europe. ~

Now, in this war-torn time, in
this hatred-ridden time, in this
crimson time of death and de-
struction, we have the holjest
mission that ever man had.

Comrades, keep the red flag fly-
ing! Keep the fight going! The
battle is with an enemy within,
not with an enemy over the water.

Long live the international soli-
darity of the wourkers! .
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This Will Not Be

? A DARK MAY DAY

a Joyous May Day

<"m“ -3

vmms SOCIALISTS BEFORE THE TRIBUNALS

(The. Young Socialist of Great Britain)

§oecscech

When the International class-
conscious movement of the prole-
tariat first met in an international
tongress in Paris in 1889 it was
decided to create a visible, tangi-
ble conception of international soli-
darity. So the first of May came
into existence. It was to be an
international demonstratien, whose
evergrowing size should be an in-
dicator of the growing strength
and power of the labor movement.
At the time of its creation May
Day was chiefly a demonstration
for the eight-hour day. This was
the only demand that was spoken
of at the time of the Congress in
Paris.

With unexpected enthusiasm the
decision of the delegates was car-
ried out. No hindrance was so
great but it was overcome. “No
work on Labor Day” became the
slogan of the organized Socialist
workers. And so May Day came
to represent the will of the work-
ing-class.

But the 'development of capital-
ism gave to the May ‘Day a mnew
meaning. The rew age,of Imperi-
alism was springing up. Every-
whére the working-class was suf-
fering under the fload of insane
military preparation. So, as the
years went by, May 1. the expres-
sion of the will of the proletariat,
became a verile protest against
militarism, became a worldwide
cry for international peace. And
hand in hand with the peace move-
ment went the demand for pro-
tective legislation.

For many years we l\a've cele-
brated May Day joyously.. We
were happy in the knowledge that
our efforts had not been in vain
when each new May Day brought
out greater masses, when each
May Day saw a parade, a meeting,
a demonstration where none had
been’ before. We gloried in the

feeling that in every capitalist na-

your cause.
wherever they may be, but fight

tion of the earth labor was testing
its strength, was demanding its
right in a voice that commanded
attention, \

This year, too, we w1l1 parade.
But our parade will not be a joy-
ous one, ;

There will be no worldwide in-
ternational Socialist demonstration
for peace, for our workers are.in
the trenches, have forgotten that
the earth holds anvthmg but mur-
der and ,bloodshed, horror and
disease. Our May Day will not
be a proof of eur power, for we
know now that numbers alone
cannot conquer the earth,

It will be a dark May Day. The
hydra-headed m: nster of militar-
ism is raising its heads on every
side. Schools an«colteges are:h:
coming breeding places for war-
like spirits. The great press of
our nation, with its unbounded iv-
fluence and power, is practically
unanimous in its cry for prepar-
ediiess, Even in our own ranks
there are those who have forgot-
ten the significance of interna-
tional solidarity. No, it will not
be a joyous May Day.

But our May Day to-day will
have a higher significance. It
will be a day of protest, a day of
firm resolve to fight above all, and
at all costs, the horrors of' war-
fare and international strife. Od
this May Day of 1916 we will cry
to the warld of labor “Bé true to
Love your comrades,

with inexorable . zeal your only
enemy, the capitalist class.. The
worker has no country.. His home
is the world ; his sorrows, his joys.
his problems, his ideals ‘those of
a suffering = struggling prole-
tariat, i ol o

Many letters reach us telling of
Tribunal experiences undergone by
workers and teachers in the Social-
ist Sunday School movement, or
asking advice, or a word of testi-
mony ‘concerning the applicants’
past ‘labors in the schools. With-
out exception, the letters express
the  unalterable determination of
those who pen them to stand true,
whatever the consequences, to the
faith that is in them.

In many cases the writers are
scholars approaching, or having
just attained, military age. Young
men nurtured in the spirit and pur-
pose, of internationalism, who hold
fast to the belief—indeed cherish it
as a deep religious faith—that not
only is the deliberate and organized
shedding of blood a violation of
every sacred human principle, but
that the “arbitrament of the sword”
must ever remain in the affairs of
man a futile method of settling hu-
man differences, whether these dif-
ferences be domestic, national or
international.

The Socialist claims before the
Tribunals, although received with
sneering and thinly masked ridicule
by the majority of the Tribunal
“patriots,” is the only logically
consciontious one, because Social-
ism alone, among modern politi-
cal or religious gospels, offers a
practical and constructive alterna-
tive to the social conditions prevail-
ing here and the world over, and
out of which wars and the fear of
war arise. It, moreover, has con-
sistenitly urged the ‘extension of the
judiciary principle, as expressed in
all the belligerent nations by judge
and jury, to-the wider sphere of in-
ternational relationship.”

Thie followmg extract from the
letter of a secretar) nf one of our

Glasgow schools is typical of many
others that will make a new and
noble page in the history of Social-
ism and the schiool movement.

* . . . As you can readily
understand my claim was dismissed.
The Tribunal opened with queries
regarding my business, and then
proceeded with the usual silly ques-
tions. They asked me if 1 was a
member of any church, and, of
course, 1 told them it was not a
question of denomination—that, in
the words of Mr. Bonar Law, “it
was a question of a man's own
heart and conscience.” 1 was also
asked if I would accept non-com-
batant service of mine-sweeping,
and I told them [ could not sur-
render my conscience into the
hands of the military authorities,
as 1 could only follow the dictates
of my own conscience, 1 was also
asked if I would rather help Ger-
mans than Britishers, to which
question I replied that I looked
upon them with equal favor as ‘The
world was my country, mankind
my brethren, and to do good my re-
ligion.” They also asked if 1 was
aware that | was-a. soldier, and I
answered that I was not. They
insisted, however, and I said I was
not a soldier until I had taken the
military oath, a thing which I
would never do.”

The following dialogue took
place before a Tribunal at Lewis-
ham, whose chairman was Mr.
Mead, the London magistrate:

Chairman—You have a conscien-
tious objection. What do you object
to?

Applicant—I believe it is wrong to
take human life, or cause it to be
taken. 1 believe war is wrong, mor-
aily: and also that‘the whole ethics of
War are wrong.

Chairman—Have  you
these views?

expressed

Applicant—Yes.

Chairman—Where, and when?

Applicant—In Sunday Schools and
Ethical Schools for the last seven
years.

Chairman—What religious denom-
ination do you belong to?

Applicant—I belong to no Ortho-
dox religious body, but would like to
point out that it is -not necessary to
belong to a religious body to be re-
ligious.

Chairman—Quite so. What schools
then?

Appl::anl—Soulhiﬂ Sunda) Schools,

Chairman—You are a Socialist,
then?

Applicant—Yes.

Chairman—Do you base your ob-
jection on religious grounds?

Applicant—I[ base my objection on
rehigious and social grounds, holding
that thou shalt do no murder—and
war is murder. As a student of s
ciology | hold the beliefs ‘[ have
stated. We all know the science of
our bodies, but that thing we call life
we know nothing of: ‘We know
whence our bodies come and go; but
the unknown thing that makg> us liv-
ing. breathing, speaking, and, above
all, thinking beings) we know nothing
at all about, and therefore I deny the
right of any government -or man 1o
say you must take this life from any
human body.

Chairman—If we offer you a non-
combatant certificate, will you accept
that, as you will not have to kili?

Applicant—I cannot accept this
certificate, as I should be assisting
other men to perfect the machinery of
war and murder. You evidently du
not know my position?

Chairman—Oh, yes, we do, and we
offer you a non-combatanh certificate,
will you take it? -

Applicant—No,

Chairman—Appeal dismissed

The Forward reports. that the
best case put up for exemption be-
fore the Glasgow City Council
Tribunal was-that of a member of
the Socialist Sunday Schools; and
our faithful and revered comrade
of the school movement, Alex, Gos-
sip, sends us some accounts mlkd
from the Futham Tribunal;
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"Ouutionr—Whn would you do it

£ s Getnan was to try and violate yaur

mother or sister? s I
Answer—That is a suppositious
question, and has mo reference to
facts; but please allow me to ask the
military representative what he could
do if his superior officer should order
him to shoot his mother or sister?

Tribynal—That is not a relevant
question,

Question—What church do  you
go to?

Answer—None.

Question—Indeed. How can you
claim, then, to have a conscience
when you do not attend the church?
Who trained you?

Answer—I was trained in the Ful-
ham S. S. S. [Loud cries of “Oh!
oh!" from the bulk of the Tribunal,
one of its members remarking—"Oh!
they believe in nothing.]

Voice of mother of Jad from back
of hall—"Oh, yes, they do, they be-
lieve in love and brotherhood.”

Question—Do you think England is
in the right in this war?

Answer—I am not heré to discuss
that matter with you, though I could
do so elsewhere. . . .

Question—Do you know that God
uses' human beings to punish wrong-
doers such as the Germans are, and
do .you think the members of the
Tribunal are less religious than your-
selff -+

Answer—I am. not here to judge
or condemn others, or answer such
questions, but to tell you of my con-

MY BOY

————————————————.
By Morris Rosenfeld

—————————————————

1 have a little boy at home,

A pretty little son; v

I think ~sometimes ‘the world is
mine,

In him, my only one.

But seldom, seldom do' I see

My child in heaven's light;

I find him always fast asleep . . .
1 see him but at night.

Ere dawn my labor drives m=
forth;

“Tis night when 1 am free;

A stranger am I to my child,

And strange my child to me.

I come in darkness to my home,
With weariness and—pay:

My pallid wife, she waits to tell
The things he learned to say.

How plain and prettily he asked:
“Dear mamma, when's ‘to-night?
O when will come my dear papa
And bring a penny bright "

I hear her words—I hasten out—

This moment must it be!—

The father-love flames in my
breast:

My child must look at me!

1 stand beside the tiny cot

And look, and list, and—ah!

A dream-thought moves
baby-lips

“Q, where is my papa!”

I kiss and kiss the shut blue eyes,

I kiss them not in vain.

They open—O they see me then!

And straightway close again.

the

“Here's your papa, my precious
one,

A penny for you I"—ah!

A dream still moves the baby
lips:

“Q, where is my papa!”

And I—I think in bitterriess

And disappointment sofe:

“Some day you will awake, my
child,

‘To find me nevermore.”

scientious objections to the shedd
of blood.
“At one stage of the proceed-

ings,” Mr, Gossip adds, “and after
a good firm reply of a young So-
cialjst, I was constrained to jump
up,. cross. the room and heartily
shake hands with the ‘prisoner at
the bar." "™\

Thus, u}tﬂinchingly, the younger
members of the Socialist move-
ment, here as on the continent, are
playing their part in this testing
time of our Socialist faith.

But how can a nation that has
a Roosevelt be called unpre-
pared  for war ? — “Columbia
State.”

The first duty of a man is still of
subduing fear.— Carlyle.

A Long Talk
Dr. Wiley tells the following
story: Sleepily, after a night off,
a certain intern hastened to his
hospital ward, The first patient
was a stout old Irishman.

“How goes it?" he inquired.

“Faith, it'sh me breathin’, doc-
tor. T can't get me breath at all,
at all.”

“Why, your pulse is normal.
Let me ~xamine the'lung-action,”
replied the doctor, kneeling be-
side the_cot, and laying his head
on the ample chest.

“Now, let's hear you talk,” he
continued, closing his eyes and
listening.

“What 1l Oi be sayin’, doctor?”

“Oh, say anything. Count one.
two, three, and up;’ murmured
the intern, drowsily.

“Wan, two, three, four, fiye,
six,” began the patient, ‘When
the young doctor, with a start.
opened his eyes, he was counting
huskily, “Tin hundred an’ sixty-
nine, tin hundred an' sivinty, tin
hundred an’ sivinty-wan.”

‘“Forget nationality; think only
of humanity ; kings and princes,
only, have diverse interests; the
people of all countries are
friends.”

Tn the last fifteen years 12,500
miners have been killed—in
“peace” work.—"Justice.”

\ i
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GREETING TO THE Y. P. S. L,
the Advance Guard of the World’s Peace

I write this word from the Mex-
ican frontier, where swarm the
soldiers, the§dumb, driven cattle
of sinister powers. ‘ -

In the E| Paso railroad statio
one of these roundly abused a
timid civilian for getting in his
way.

Eight rough drunks in khaki on
the El Paso and Southern rallied
to the defense of one of their
number from whom the conductor
was trying to collect a ticket.

At ouglas a sort of military cen-
sorship exercised by the civil au-
thorities prevented our holding a
meeting, “The Birth of a Na-
tion” in Bisbee drove our com-
rades from the only available hall
to the cold park,

Into a world pretty much out of
joint you are receiving political
birth. Strong hands and clear
heads are needed to work out so-
cial salvation in the years just

Some older in the battles are
weary thinking of your task, but
you are not weary nor must you
weary, The world’s bread must
be freed from the grip of tyrants.
Not all are able to trace the trail
from the battle front to the profit-
breeding workshop. To you it is
given to see that our every be-
trayal springs from the sordid
system that has its life only by
buying labor cheap ‘and selling
its products dear,

A hearty health to the Y. P.
S. L. May it live to be Labor's
signatory to the treaty of peace in
class struggle, by the conclusion
of which the world's slaughter
May the future be
theirs in the measure that grows
the intelligent power and the high
resolve with which they storm its

doors.

must cease.

Until the victory, and then,
Your comrade,

ahead.

rreeo e
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LABOR PAGCEANT

Anna A. Maley.

>

Thousands of workingmen and
women will attend the great La-
bor Pageant and Bazaar being
held at the Central Opera House,
New York, on the last three days
in April and the 1st of May. This
event will be known as one of the
most unique and interesting cele-
brations ever taken place in the
history of the labpr movement. It
is held under the auspices of the
N. Y. Call and the Rand School of
Social Science, two large Socialist
institutions who hope to gain by
this undertaking an impetus to do
far bettef work in the service of
the working class.

The story of Labor, its strug-
ules, its revolts, its progress and
its vision will be the subject of the
lLabor Pageant,

To portray in a few dramatic
moments the conditions that
kindled the fire of revolt in the
workers and to show that the
flame of aspiration is ever pres-
ent in the hearts of the mass of
mankind—and in procession form
to depict the onward urge of La-
hor in the progress of society—
these two things will be the aim
of the first great Labor Pageant
1o be given in the United States.

The Pageant consists of a series

of living tableaux, ‘depicting the
gradual emancipation of Labor
through the ages.” The story be-
gins  with a pastoral tableau,
showing people living in a state of
contentment before man became
man’s oppressor.

The first of the dramatic
tableaux is a scene portraying the
slavery of the Israelites under the
Pharaohs, The second tableau
shows the revolt of the gladiators
and slaves under Spartacus in,
Rome. Th' -evolt lasted over a
year and was very nearly success-
ful. The third tableau is a pio
ture of the rebellion of the Eng-
lish peasantry under Wat Tyler in
1381, in which King Richard IL
was compelled to sign a decree
abolishing serfdom  throughout
England.

The next tableau takes place
during the French Revolution and
depicts the taking of the Bastille
by the people. The last tableau
consists of two parts—the first
showing the devastating effect of
war upon a peaceful land and fad-
ing into a second part visioning
the hope of the future for the
workers and for all classes. Each
tableau will have from seventy-
five to one hundred persons,
dressed in the costumes of the
time, and it will be given to ap-
propriate music. During the final
tableau, the great Labor Song, the
words composed by Arturo Gio-
vanniti, the music by
Epstein, will be sung.

Herman

By the logic of events the class
struggle has been extended to the
ballot box. Here from year to
year the voters, most of whom are
the workingmen, have a chance to
say who shall direct the clubs of
the police and the rifles of the sol-
diers, as well as the injunction of
the judge and the laws of the
legislators.
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(The essay printed below was tied
i .y Militarism.” Tt was

~~ YOUTH AND MILITARISM —

for-first prize in the New Jkney Y. P.S. L. Essay Contest on "Youth and

written by, Comrade Louis Cohian of Circle Paterson, N. J.)

P
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igled and sk d human wrecks.

. ]
-, While the important question of
_ Militarism _is agitating,_the public
. mind, let us studiously consider the
. relation of youth to this world-wide
_issue. The wholesale slaughter of our
| Younger erations in the deluge of
war and indostridl battle has caused
‘countless thotsands to mouri.

The age-lang bajtle cry “Prepare to
defend your country’s honor” has ever
met with a spontapeous yet ignorant
response on the part of our youthful
misinformed brothers. . Ruling-class
governments through their powerful

. kept agengies  of public opinion en-
gender and nonrjsh  militant ideas
..among. the masses. Tp the present-
day man-written history, poetry, song,
and fiction glorify Militarism. The
love of country is often cashed into
cheap patriotism _ which ' suggests
. pomp _and ceremony, cheerful music,
. glittering arms, and young men eager
to shed their life’s blood -for, the mas-
ters of bread: Thus youth is cajoled
.. irom _their  diversified industrisl and
_.mental actjvitics, into the narrow
channéls“of national hatréd, race prej-
udice and unthinking obedience. This
condition ultimately engiilfs them dur-
e “Elified” 7}

{ifies” of “irternal and external
Ttrife ¥

Becausg the rulers have won untald
wealth from the enslaved populace by
drenching the vitality of its future cit-

““\zens, they have hypocritjeally usti-

“"'fed ‘the murderous program of Mili-

__tarism.  Although capscious of their
Jinhuman motives the military lords
shrewdly set the scene’ for the con-
flitt of natiotis.

To-day Europe is ablaze. This most

' frightful slaughter that history has
recorded has claimed thousands of
young, innotent lives, The immense
devastation of person and property
has already reached beyond human
comprehension, while thé economic,
intellectual and moral life of several
great' nations has beew. brutally sus-
pended. F -

The suffering borpe by the.young
soldiers and non-combatants is great.
Sad indeed, though it is, the flower of
the belligerent nations 'of Europe are

“"facing the fiery mouth of the roaring

cannon. With amazement they wit-

- .ness the hell of war in all its glaring
hideousness and hear the echo ‘ot

death pierce their ringing cars.

5. 0.%Fis the climax of a day's cruel bat-

tle. The smoke clears away and on the
blood-soaked ground lie the mass of

, o

»

From this hysterical bewilderment
atises a moanful cry of anguish. The
horrible shrieks of dying comrades fall
upon. the cars of their more fortunate

brothers. Both participants realize the
tragedy of the shocking massacre.
Many die. While grippled in the

throes of death, thoughts of loved ofies
fill their minds.. For many rows of un-
marked .graves mutely indicate their
final resting place. Such is one of the
many happenings that follows in the
wake of modern warfare.

These periodical outbursts of blood
and iron are prompted by the ever-en-
largening military programs of nations.
Preparation for -defense of home and
country subsequently leads to armed
conflict. Governments unable to settle
their differences by means of intellec-
tal processes unrelentlessly. resort to
brute force.

The present world carnage is a crime
against civilization. That it was un-
avoidable-is certain. Like other phe-
nomena it has a_cause. Modﬂn\jl(’kil»
ities are conducted betwoen rivdl na-
tions primarily for economic advantages.

The agencies of special privilege have
succeeded in keeping the past and pres-
ent generations in a state of mental
darkness. Blinded by the flame of prej-
udice and superstition the toilers have
been the willing slaves to the intrenched
forces Of reaction. Taught to be con-
tent, obedient and patriotic, the workers
submitted helplessly to the tyranmcal

_exploitation by their masters.

The' class-conscious workers, who
unitzdly strive for economic betterment,
are oiten suppressed by the huge mili-
tary machines, The capitalists desire
for more commerce, more wealth and
power must 1ot be hampered while the
worship of almighty profits is their
greedy ambition. Irrespeetive of social
and industrial conditions affecting the
young man or woman. military suppres-
sion to movements for human better-
ment is the resort of the profit mongers.

The org.nized methods of convertis
young people to become soldiers are
many. Of course, those who ask thert
to join the army, navy or boy scouts
conceal the ‘true purpose_ of their ac-
tions. Our ‘military experts sarély un-
derstand psychology and get the “sniall
kiddies to think in terms of military
“refinement.” ‘They know. that “as “the
twig is benty sortirertree inclineth,” and-
apply this axiom to their military pol-
icies, ARy

“Nature has given women the task of

D

building the body of the child and
moulding its mind during -its early
years. At this period the child’s mind
is facile and- susceptible to influence.
The future character ! of - innocent
childhood is decided by its parents.
Oftimes the children are given play-
things, such as toy cannons, revolvers,
tin soldiers, etc. This power of their
early impressions tends to cultivate
an early militaristic spirit. (As the
child grows into boyhood it 1s again
confronted with other military influ-
ences. The game of “Cowboy and
Indian," including. others, prompts
the irequent use of arrows, rifles, ctc.
In the school songs of hate are sung
ind a sordid patriotism preached. The
military boy scout movement is mak-
ing great headway and mow claims
thousands of young followers.

Then the young men are captured.
Lacking the knowledge of present-day
social problems mmy_easily fall a
prey to delusive attractions. They
are enticed by glowing advertisements
and public military exhibitions. Many
join the army ®or navy due to a lack
of true information regarding its en-
vironment. Afterwards they are
taught their only business, the art of
murdet, They have no alternative but
to shoot and kill at the command of
their superiors.

The position of the earth's indus-
trial tytants will remain secure with
such oppressive measuredas Militar-
ism i eir hands. Do the youthful
soldiers know that they are a part of
a soulless, heart-breaking machine
used to crush Labor's aspirations?
Do these young people realize their
position in modern society? [ guess
not. They must protect the worldly
goods of their rulers at all costs.
When human versus property rights
are in question, then the iron hecl of
.despotism "stamnps physical disap-
proval of Labor's protesting efforts.

“Lét it be said that the youth who
glories in the-horfor of being a human
butcher, dbes so in his ignorance. He
fideed, a helpless victim of his en-
dironment, 1f he acted for his own
interests and those” of humanity he
would refuse to slay his fellowman.
By interesting himself in “fopies. o
human welfare he could strive co-
operatively to abolish the causes that
contribute to the mental enslavement

of his kind." S Lo~ -
Oh! the curse of the death trap

called Militarism, In blood snd bit-

ter tears and unhappiness Kave our
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loving brothers and sisters paid it
tribute,  Yes, the war lords of Mam-
mon have reaped in the human har-
vest and now seck to tax the genera-
tions yet unborn,. Shall this fiendish
outrage continue? Shall youth be sac-
rificed on the altar of greed? Ah!
these are burning “questions. We
must answer them soon or await with
fear' future consequences.

The problem .which youth faces is
as vital as ever appealed to society
Youth must bear the burdens of the
campaign to change the present eco-
nomic-and social conditions. Because
of their abundant energies, fresh
powers and new ideas, they must lead
in the onward march toward freedom.

The growing menace of Militarism
must not be conferred upon the
young. To counteract the anti-socia!
influences of Militarism, the younyg
people should organize into one big
union expressive of their ideals and
aspirations. That movement is the
Young Pegple's Socialist League of
international scope.

It is an organized protest against
the ghastly influence of Militarism
and its ‘abhorrent evils. The young
should enlist into the Y. P. S, L. and
learn the lessons of peace and de-
mocracy,

Then shall we know that Militarism
is legalized mugder, and it becomes
our purpose to live in unity and serve
one another as true comrades.

Out of the present darkness of hu-
man affairs a light of hope flickers.
1t -steadily becomes larger. 'Tis the
torch of enlightenment, with its radi-
ancy of education, justice and truth.
We earnestly watch the movement of
the Young People’s Socialist League.
There the class-conscious young are
spreading the message of love and
hope. Behold their glorious mission!

And as “Yipsels” work rapturously
they imspire and put new life into the
movement of the Social Democracy.
With gladness it makes one look for-
ward and embraces the dream of the
poet:

“For I dipped into the future, far as
hunian eye could see,

Saw a vision of the world, and all the
wonders that would be;

Till the war-drums throbbed no
longer, and the battle flags were

 furled

In the parliameént of man, the Tedéra-

tiom of the world.” =N

Freedom ' degenerates - unless it
has to struggle im its own defense—
Lotd Acton.

Cremation has saved many a man
a dronkard's grave—John Nicholas
Beffel, PR

J - Vet y
Tm mm o'lPOdolk.m (Translated irf:’l’\ the Jewish by I.“VVein]‘ é

Z LIBIN

Podolkin, a kneepants operator,
went home from work about 11
o'clock at night.

Podolkin is one-of the “hands” of
thg well-known sweatshop of Isaac
Skinner, x
I'l'o-dly the workman worked over-
time, and feels rather exhausted. He
feels the pain in every limb, but he
suffers particularly with a headache,
and his feet pain mercilessly.

So the workman ptods along slowly,
as though. he were promenading, sigh-
ing from exhaustion, and breathing
heavily from the day's strain.

At length Podolkin enters the hall-
way of “his” residénce. The hallway
is dark. It would be a delight to
strike a match, but Podolkin does not
do so. It is the fourth day already
that he has retarded the payment of
rent, and his dignity has greatly de-
clined, therefore he fears the making
of any noise whatever, and he does
not light a match, but crawls up the
stairs in darkness as quietly as 4 cat.

Near his very door a loud cough
forced itseli from out of Podolkin's
fhcsl as though 'to announce his com-
ing.

Sophie, Podolkin's wife, was lymng
in her bed and dreaming, but the sig-
nal of her husband’s arrival caused
her awakening. She got up and en-
larged the lamp flame, and when her
supporter entered the house, Sophie
greeted him cheerfully with a kindly
smile.

“How's the child?" Podolkin asked.

“Asleep,” answered Sophie, and the
woman's face was illumined with a
broad content smile.

Whenever Podolkin sees his wife in
such a good mood he knows that she
undoubtedly has a story to relate
concerning the brilliance of the child,
and he awaits ‘the news with a wide-
opened mouth,

“Oh, she is so smart,” commenced
Sophie, pausing to permit her hus-
band to inquire further,

“What?" queries the impatient op-
erator, and smiling in advance, though
he does not yet krow of what bit of
his chitd's shrewdness-his-wife is go-
ing to relate.

“She cats like an adult,” added
Sophie with enthusiag

“Yes?" Podolkin Quiestions further.

“No evil eye shall befall her,” con-
tinues Sophie. “She ate up a large
slice of bread and never even com-
plained.”, & 3

“May she be in good-health to us,”

;> *red

interposed Podolkin, and a peaceful

smile overtook him.

“Now, sce how she sleeps—like an

adult—lies all. stretched out.  Just
come over. Take a look at our bride,”
and Sophie extended an invitation to
her husband to step into the bedroom.

Podolkin  observes the sleeping
child and the pale face ‘of Skinner's
“hand” sparkles with Jove dnd" hap-
piness s

“Will you have something to eat?”
queried Sophie. 77 et TS

“No, Sophie, T am going ‘straighl to
bed. I am too tired 1o eat.”

“Worked hard?” inquires Sophie
with an expression of sorrow’

“Talk about hard!" answered 'Po-
dolkin with a sigh. ]

“But there is a‘very good-supper,”
says Sophie, attempting to induce him
to eat. . tins

“What is it?" :

“Noodle soup."” e

Podolkin is very fond of' noodle
soup, and though he' feels' tired and
exhausted the supper is too' tempting,
s0 he seats himself at the table.”

Sophie dished out the supper, and
Podolkin started eating,. but fcll
asleep in the midst of the process,

“Do yoy want to sleep, Podolkin?”
asked Sophie, waking her husband.

“Oh, | am just dyin' fqr "some
sleep.” N

“Well, go to bed, child.”

And Podalkin retired. .

It was when he lay in his bed that
Podolkin  only realized his great
pains. .

The poor operator felt the tremen-
dous weight of the machine—Mr
Skinner, his boss—the knee pants—
oh, how terrible he felt,

His aching head lay on the pillow
like a heavy rock. And his feef? The
poor devil had no plage to comfar!
them. |f some one would only come
and cut them off from the rest of his
body he would apparently be de-
lighted :

“Qh, how badly T feel; haw sick [
am,” cried the operator,

“What's the matter with
asked Sophic.

“] feel the very death.” _

“What ails you?”  °

“The head, the feet—of, 'I'm "going
to—" and the worker fell asleep.

. * ®

you®"

1

He sees himself in a dream, sitting
at the machine and making kneepants,
and his head aches terribly, and like-
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are suffering pain. Mr.
~ Skinner, his boss, approaches him and
~ calls him: L ’

“Podolkin!” . ‘
“Hey?” asks Podolkin. 3
“Do you know, says Skinner, “the
_season will soon be over? It is get~

slow.”
‘Podolkin was dumbfounded at the
* dreadful news. He does not know
what to answer, and sadly mods his
head. o
“But, don’t fear, I'll see to it that
you shall have work.”

“Yes?" inquires Podolkin, hardly
pelieving what he has just heard.

“Wark, a-plenty. You'll work over-
time every day!” speaks Skinner
mildly and good naturedly. And Po-
dolkin feels that delightful ease over-
taking his soul. He wants to utter
something, but he does not just know
what. t, soon he retains his voice
and says: )

“Mr. Skinner, I hope'that you will
be satisfied with me?”

But Skinner's face grows dark as
though it were covered with heavy
clouds, and the boss remarks in an
entirely strange voice.

“Do you know, Podolkin, I want to
get paid for that?” -

“Paid? asks Podolkin, looking in
amazement at his master.

“Yes, paid. A good; steady posi-
tion such as this, is not obtained with-
out payment.”

“But where shall I get the money
to pay?” retorted Podolkin. “You are
well aware, Mr, Skinner, that I barely
earn-my meager living here.”

“I do not ask for amy of your
money,” replied Skinner.

The worker feels much relieved, and
anxiously -~sks: %

“If you don't want any money, what
then do you want?”

“What do you possess?”
" Skinner,

Podolkin does not comprehend his
master’s question, and, looking at him
naively, asks:

“Hey?"

“What do you possess? repeats
Skinner. “What have you that you
can call your own?"”

“Nothing,” Mr. Skinner, confesses
Podolkin, “I am a very poor man.”
“Bat you own your own body
says Skinner, and a contemptible
smile pread on his countenance,

“Truly, no more than my own
body,” answered Podolkin, reckoning
that his master was merely joking.
“Then I want part of your body,”
says Skinner. y

“What do you mean? I don't quite
uoderstand,” says Podolkin.

“A limb, a fraction of your body,”

asks

. )
exclaims Skinner, with a glitter in his

eyes. oo ?

Podolkin, astonished at the  bar-

baric demands of his s, lost his

senses for a moment, but soon found

sufficient courage, and retorted:

“Now, on the level, Mr. Skinner.”

“On what level?” ,

“It is unjust.,”

“Unjust, what?”

“It is atrocious.”

“What is atrocious?”

“To demand onie of my limbs,” re-
plies Podolkin.

Skinner burst out in a villainous
laughter, but Podolkin, growing more
courageous, continued:

“It is simply outrageous. My body
is my sole possession, and you are
wicked enough to demand the separa-
tion of my limbs. No! I will not per-
mit it”

“Very well, then,” responded Skin-
ner, “America is a free country. You
can do as you choos¢. You can re-
tain your body, but you must leave
my factory.”

“So, 1 will leave!” retorted Podol-
kin, with evident satisfaction. But,
after a moment’s reflection he recol-
lected to his memory the fact that
there are a wife a child at home. He
recalled to his memory that on Tues-
day next he must pay rent—on Sat-
urday the grocer's Bill. He recalled
that his countryman, Zifkin, also an:
operator on kneepants, is already
idling for two months, and looks very
much grieved.

These though
thrilled the poor laborer.
blood chiilled in his veins.

“Well,” asks Skinner, are you going
to leave my place?” :

“Mr. Skinner.”

“What is it?"

and recoll
The very

“Da you still want one of my -

limbs?”

“Most assuredly [ do."

“What for?"

“That is my business.”

“What part of my body do you
want?"

“] want to have your feet,” replied
Skinner triumphantly.

Podolkin was dismayed and terri-
fied.

“My feet,” he stammered, “my
feet?”

“But 1 will not be able to work
without my feet”

“Well, then, give me your head,”
said Skinner.

A cold shower of perspiration en-
wrapped Podolkin,

“My head?” he impatiently asked,
staring his eyes upon his master.

“Your head, your entire head, up to
your very neck,” commanded Skinner,
with a devilish smile,

'

o v -
 “What are you talking about, Jlr.,
Skinner?" . e

“I know what I am talking about.”

“Take some difierent limb, for pity’s
sake.”

“There’s no pity about it. 1 want
your head; the entire head, with a part
of the neck.” i

“Oh, 1 can't, I can’t'remain without
a head,” insisted Podolkin, with tears

choking his throat. "

“Well, then, give me your feet,”
broke in Skinner.

“What are you talking about, Mr.
Skinner; of what use is an operator
without his feet?”

“Well, then, let it be your head.”

Podolkin contemplates a while, and
Skinner speaks in & milder tone.

“You blooming jackass. What the
devil' do you want your head for?”

“To be without a head—why, I
would not be able to even think of
anything,” replied Podolkin.

“What do you want to think for?
Surely, you can make kneepants with-
out your brains?

“But I will not even be able to eat.”

“You should worry. That will en-
able you to reduce the high cost of
living and save a little more money.”

“Nor will T be able to hear.”

“What do you want to hear? You
can be deaf and still make kneepants,
It does not matter.” |

“But I will not be able to see.”

“That's not a great loss, Believe
me, Plodkin, you are so well trained
into your work that you will be able
to make kneepants without your sense
of sight.”

“So, 1 shall forfeit my head?” asks
Podolkin, and he feels the great diffi-
culty he will be obliged to encounter
in parting with his head.

“Certainly, you chump. It is for
your own benefit. You will rid your-
seli of the heavy burden on your
shoulders.”

Thus, Skinner tries to persuade his
employee. i
“It's a loss,” grumbled Podolkin.

“Why do you fuss so much over the
loss?”

“I only got a hair cut last week—
had 1 known it—"

“I'l cover the loss of 15 cents,”
answerell Skinner, -good naturedly,
petting the workman on his lhonld‘er.

“Will 1 be-certain - of - work?” in-
quired Podolkin.

“Steady work, till your very grave.
You'll work Sundays, Saturdays, and
overtime every single night,” spoke

Skinner, in a kind and assuring
manner. i

“Take
dolkin. "

Skinner called his foréman, whe

! Cut!” <onsented Pos
1
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'~ was also a cutter. The cutter held a
Jong, sharp knife in his hand.

When Podolkin observed the in-
strument a ¢hill ran through his body.
" Skinner whispered something into
the cutter’s ear. The latter smiled,
and, swinging his knife like a baton,
approached the operator.

The-poor fellow was scared to death
and was unable to utter a syllable out
of fear and anguish.

“How far shall I cut?' asked the
foreman with his knife raised and
ready for action. -

“Cut down to the very shoulder.”

“No, only up to its neck,” are the
words that Podolkin desires to say.
But he cannot speak. A terrific fear
compressed his heart and rendered
him unable to speak.

The foreman grabbed Podolkin's
head.

“Wait!"” shrieked Podolkin.

“What's the matter?” yelled Skin-
ner, - *

“Wait just one minute,” pleads Po-
dolkin.

"Did you change your mind?" asks
Skinner. “But, you can't. It's set-
tled. You have made a contract.”

The cutter pressed Podolkin's head
with greater fury.

".\'u,. I didn't change my mind,”
apologizes Podolkin, “1 only want to
run over home for one minute.”

':\Vbat will you do home?” asks
S}unncr, and in the meantime winks
his cutter, who touches the knife close
to .Pod_olkin'l shoulder,

“Wait—stop! 1 only want to cast
one glance at my child. 1 will never
be able to see her again—" And
from beneath Podolkin's breast is-
su:d forth a deep convulsive sobbing.

Podolkin! what are you crying
about?" heard the laborer the ques-
tion of his wife and he awoke. But
he was still under the influence of his
dreadful dream, and commenced to
feel his body with his hands.

“What are you searching after?”
asked Sophie.

"My limbs,”
half asleep.

Poor Sophie felt a chill run through
her veins upon hearing the brief reply
of her husband. b
) "\'\rhlt limbs?” asked Sophie, look-
Ing in amazement at him.

"My head—my feet.”

Pgd?lkin, you are asleep,” cried
Sophie in fear, and again waking her
busband,

-anjurcd, sound, it's all there.”

Podolkin!” yelled Sophie, with an

answered Podolkin,

| tnusual shriek.

Podolkin awoke from his slumber,
realized that it was only a dream,
sighed deeply, and related his trying

L€

and unusual dream to Sophie.

[ .

¢ INTERNATIONAL, NOTES

P

GERMANY

The radical wing of the German
Party, with 18 Reichstag representa-
tives have broken away from the es-
tablished Social Democratic Party of
Germany, so that the long-expected
split in the German movement has
now become a fact.

ITALY

During the Christmas+ holidays
lirge numbers of Italian soldiers re-
ceived leave to spend the holidays
with their families. In spite of the
fact that the soldiers were forbidden,
under the most stringent penalties,
w impart any information of condi-
tions at the front, enough talk of
brutalities and insurrection perco-
lated nevertheless to set the whole
country into a fever of excitement.
Everywhere there were clashes be-
tween police and soldiers who refused
to return to the front.

From the trains that cerried the
soldiers to the iront came the cry
from a thousand voices “Down with
war.'! In Lacile 2,000 returning sol-
overturned whole trains to
make their return to the front im-
puossible,  Then they went singing
through the town destroying every-
thing that came into their path,

RUSSIA

Russia has been the scene of num-
bers of political strikes in which hun-
dreds of thousands of workers par-
ticipated, manifesting the protest of
the Russian working-class against
the governmental policy, and pro-
claiming an  unceasing  struggle
aguinst Czarism,

SPAIN

On March 25th, 1906, a central
national organization of young peo-
ple’s clubs, comprising 20 sections
and 1,109 members, was founded in
Bilboa. In 1910 this was moved to
Madrid, where the activity of the
comrades materially increased its ac-
tivity. At the present time it has 108
sections and 3,779 members. In 1913
the organ of the young people, “Ren-
ovacton,” was founded.  Ag first it had
a monthly circulation of about 4,000,
Then it was published fortnightly
and increased to over 9,000 copies.
The war has thrown its circulation
back to 3,750 copies.

The young people have done splen-
did work, not only for their own or-
ganization, but also in assisting the
Party in its propaganda work,

diers

LET US PREPARE

By Ellis O. Jones

(As sung by the National Hysteria
League)

What if the king of the Esquimaux,
Aweary of arctic winds and snow,
Conceived it to be an excellent sport
To use our land as a winter resort,
And so. collecting a host of troops,
Cheered on by appropriate martial
whoops,
Succeeded by tactical means adroit
In taking the boulevards of Detroit.

Against such an irreconcilable fate,
We should carefully reckon before '
it's too late.
The thought is sufficient to raise our
hair.
Beware!
Prepare!

Beware!
Prepare!

What if the folks of a hostile planet,

Should build a baloon and amply
man 1t,

And sail away on a suitable day

To engage our nation in mortal fray,

And while we are happily doing our

work, “

With never a thought of stiletto or
dirk,

This enemy fierce should approach in
the dark

And drop a torpedo in Central Park,

Against such a plausibly horrible fate,
We should make preparations before'
it's too late.

We have not any Central Parks to
spare
Beware! Beware!
Prepare! Prepare!

What if some Friday or Saturday
night,

The Ameer of Borneo wanted to fight,

And so, in the course of a quick cam-
paign,

He landed an army on our domain;

Then working his way through clear-
ing and wood

To find some place where the killing
was good,

Proceeded with sabre and snickersnee

To prune all the people of Kanakee.

The thought is too frightful to con-
template,
So it certainly ought to be needless
to state ol
That our duty is plain and we've no
time to spare,
Beware!
Prepare!

Beware!
Prepare!
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& OUR OWN AFFAIRS &

. YOUNG SOCIALISTS, UNITE!
»'An-appeal is sent cout to'all young
Sodialists ‘o take a stand against the
coming despotism, that is called in
fefined langtage “Preparedness.” The
raling ‘class has -already taken its
stand. Now, let the® working class
show itself. ‘For years this great
schente Has been planned by a class of
Pl ors for their | and seli-
ish* interedts” They have spent thou-
s ‘pon “thousands of dollars to
blind the youth. They have financed
the "lewspapers so as to have them
favor' this disastrous ‘movement to the
working class. The propertied class
Has ‘6 interest ‘but to see that they
Beérive the profits out of the working-
filat 'They have from time to time
shouted that the United States is un-
pfeéparéd. " That is @ lie! The United
Sthites “i& far ‘more prepared than it
ever Wil Tts rig¥y, according to Con-
‘gressivfan’ Kitclien (who is’ quoted by
OsWEN" Garrisoh 'Villard), who has
diveh his-work tojthe public as a
meitiber of thé ‘House Naval Commit-
e of "yéars’ ‘standing that our navy
¥ twices ay ‘effective as the Japanese
#nd: ensidérably miore effective than
the Gertrians, ~° o o
Aauag e ! .

. Onr. sountry, needs no ingrease in
'lagm ’;qtm hat which k has is too
bl ,the capitalist interest know
that. they have the backing of the
army and navy of  this country we
ysung Socialists would be called upon
to. kill. the .workingmen . of another
cauntry. -

“The iwetkingman * who = hungers
while he-avorks and starves when he
it sunemployed ‘has no country. The
United "Staves is not his country, The
kitizens "of ‘the United States are not
higconly friends, but the citizens of
the whole world should be his friends.

The flag.that now flies overthe Na-
sianal White House, flew over Calu-
met, Lawrence, Hayonne, West Vir-
ginia, Butte, Mont., and other towns
where workers were shot down for
the sake of profit.

*“Wilt the workers stand for it? How
Iéng tan they endure it? How long
will'they be ‘oppressed by ‘the parasite
Glass, whose' only-aimsiare: to have
others produce” their -profits. Work-
ers, unite! Yotng Socialists, unite!
Organize the youth and give them
some intellectual preparedness, Edu.
cate' the youth; for in education and
& tion there is gth,
0
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NEW YORK
GENERAL NOTICE OF Y. P. 8, L.

Dear Comrades:

Several matters will be outlined in
this notice, which may be of interest
to you.

First of all the 1916 Convention
will be held at Syracuse on July 2nd
and 3rd. This was decided upon after
much deliberation, In the near fu-
ture you will be informed. as to the
number of delegates that you wi}l
be entitled to. Meanwhile see to it
that your membership is in good
standing, for upon that depends your
representation.

We have succeeded in forming a
league at Niagara! Falls, which has
already joined our Federation, and
will prove to be one of our leading
leagues. [t may be well to send them
a line of encouragement. A card
from each league would tend to put
a spirit of comradeship into their or-
ganization. Instruct your organjzer
to do this. Address Mrs. L. Brigh-
ton, 1886 Niagara Ave, Niagara
Falls, N, Y.

In a few days you will receive an-
other State comparative report,
which will show the standing of the
leagues upr to date.

We are abont to enter the last leg
of the Statewide contest arranged by
the Board of Control, to stimulate
general activity in the leagues. The
first two parts have not been entered
with the greatest amount of enthu-
siasm possible, Let us all pull to-
gether for the final spurt. We want
to get as many league members as
.possible to join the party, That is

our ultimate aim. Let us show the
movement that we are doing con-
structive work., Let us all co-operate
on_ this line: The contest will start
April 25th and end May 25th, IBy
May Sth register with the State ‘Of-
fice your number of members in
good standing and the number of
your members who are also Party
members. Then do the same at the
end of the contesty Have the latter
figures in by June 5th. We will then
compare the figures, and the leajue
showing the largest vercm\?ké_nf
gain will be awarded a beautiful
present. Ll s el

We suggest that ’y'on conduct,a spe-
cial “Party Night” on some evening
during the week of May 8th and 15th,
or on some other date, if this is not
suitable, Ask your local to sénd a
representative to this mecting, who

shall explain what the Party stands
for and why each league membér
should join the Party. . Have a-sup-
ply of application blanks~on ' hand,
and the State Office will send some
special literature on the -subject

Comrades, Let's close the contest
with a bang. Arrange the special
meeting. Register according “to the
rules ‘prescribed above. D_mnhulé
the literature which we will send.
Work on this. Let us show what we"
can do, Let us pul! together and- we
are sure to succeed.

Awaiting your registration, we re-
main,

Comradely,
The State Board of Control,

Isidor Tishler, Secy

COMRADES, LET'S BE FAIR:

By Isidor Tishler

A queer title, isnt it? Yet, if you
will consider for a moment you :vill
find that it is full of meaning, This
is being written in the fullest spirit of
frankness and not for the sake of
mere gossip. 1 sincerely hope that
this may help to interest league merii-
bers in the league and the leaguers
relative to the State Federation,
thereby strengthening and bettering
our organization.

Some league members and league
officers think that by having. elected
a state secretary and a state board of
control. everything was done; that
there is no more work to do; that all
activities: should be a matter of fact,
and nothing to worry about, Com-
rade, that is wrong, We caninot have
any kind of movement without co-
operation. | need' not point out to
you the value of co-operation. 'Yc_;_u
understand it well enough. That is
why you are Socialists. But, don’t
forget that it takes two to make 2
"bargain, - '
< When, at' the last convention at
Rochester, we were elected as the
the Board of Control for the ensuing
year, we knew whaf was before us.
‘We anticipted work and we were
ready for it. Since then we did as
much work as was possible to.da in
our spare time, considering the fact
that during the day we .all have an
economic boss to work for. What
seems to grieve me is the fact tha
much -energy, .v-ln'lhlpm?
could have been. utilized. in

|

channels, ~ has ' been lost, gone 1
waste; that with the same amount of
energy dispeqsed with, by the mem-
bers of the Board of Control and my-
self, much ‘more work could have
been done. More results could have
been obtained if proper co-operation
were rendered by some leagues, some
members.and some officers of leagues,
I am not. going to point out any

single league or individual. This
applies to almost all.
What* would you say i, for in-

stance, you ordered dues stamps and
you had to write about three or four
times before receiving these. 1 am
sure that you would not hesitate
about expressing your opinion as to
the rotten state secretary you had.
ete.  You wouldn't like it a bit
Still, that is just what [ met with,
Instead of working enthusiastically,
things are done half heartedly. We
worked hard, spent time on planning
and launching our State membership
contest.  “Only six leagues entered
the first month’s contest and about
two and one-half leagues entered the
second part. Now. you know that is
not a bit encouraging. It should not
be so.

Pull yourselves together. - Help all
you can. Be interested in your
league and in State affairs. Find out
if your officers are co-operating with
the State Office. Remember that our
cause is great. That it is worthy of
your utmost attention, that by work-
ing yourself, you encourage others to
work, Unfortunatély we cannot de-
vote as much time as we would like
to in this work. Tt is your duty to
see that not a particle of this is lost,
that every minute be used to advan-
tage. We at this end are willing to
do and are -doing our share. Are
you doing yours? Let's be fair to
each other. Let's help each other.
It is for a most worthy cause. It is
for humanity itself.

As I said at the beginning, I want
to be frank, and hope that this will
be read by all, especially those that
need it, and that it be taken in the
spirit that it is given—in a frank.
friendly - and comradely spirit with
the thought -of the Movement at
heart.

Pennants

The new Y. P._S. L. pennants are
finding ‘wide favor among the Yip-
sels everywhere, and they are being
Dt to 2 wide variety of uses. The
large ones sell at 25¢. each, $2.75 per
oz.; 10c. each, 70c. per doz.

“Preparedness,” a new one-act
dramatic sketch on the question of
the hour, is new on sale by the Na-
tional + Price, “25c. per copy;

- Siar $100. :
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THE BRONX Y. P. §. L.

A Few Facts for Discerning Pec;plc
Regarding a Worthy League

By J. W. SANFORD

A neat little vestpocket card folder,
on which appeared the title, “What
Every Boy and Girl Should Know,"
was handed to me by a young com-
rade recently, and to be frank about
it, the attractive make-up of the folder
and its suggestive title aroused in me
the curiosity to read its full text. On
the inside of the cover was printed an
application for prospective members,
The opposite page contained the fol-
lowing brief prospectus: *

“The Young People’s Socialist
League of the Bronx is the only or-
Ranization in this city for young peo-
ple between the ages of 15 and 25,
whose object it is to promote the in-
tellectual and social relationship of
its membership with the object of fos-
termg 2 true understanding of the
working-class movement. It is .non-
sectarian, and recognizes no distine-
tion of racial characteristics. You
cannot afford to miss our companion-
ship. Dues are 15 cents per month,
and 10 cents for initiation,”

This rather sensational method of
advertising of the league had its de-
sired effect of creating an interest,
and I decided to attend some of its
meetings, and to interview the or-
ganizer.

Did the Bronx Y, P. S. L. carry out
the program outlined in the little
folder? Well, judging from the, past
few meetings I had occasion to at-
tend, they seem to follow pretty
closely along the lines of “promoting
an intellectual and social relation-
ship,” of which the latter is made usq
of as a means to an end, and the
former of course being the prime pur-
pose of its existence.

One needs no introduction, nor for-
mality of any sort to come in contact
with this lively crowd, and its organ-
izer, a youthful little girl, possessed
with a democratic air and a sweet
smile that would make you feel as

though you knew her for a long time.
The boys of the club nicknamed her
“Raisins," for, as one of their mem-
bers expressed it, “she’s as sweet as
a child.” Though only in her teens,
Ella Rapport has achieved distinc-
tion and a reputation among Bronx
Socialists as an active worker, ever
on the job assisting Socialistic organ-
izations, young and old.

“I have heard many young students

- say that- they can find no time to be

active -in . the .League,” I ventured
forth with this declaration to the girl,

who has found sufficient time to act
as Anmanizcr for two terms, and he
active on the entertainment commit-
tee, and besides be the winner of the
State Scholarship upon  graduating
high school. “Oh, of caurse, students
are kept pretty busy, but I have. al-
ways found inspiration for my studies
from my league work. Once 1 was
recogmized as a Socialist at schogl, I
felt that | must be a good schelar as
well a< a good Socialist, she added,
blushingly, with an air of modesty
typical of the small New England
town in which she acquired her early
education.

Then she narrated to mg the. entire
story of the league's struggles and
efforts since its inception five, years
ago, when it was only a handful, of
boys and but two lone girls. The
brief history of this club is similar.ta
the history of most Socialist. organe
izations.  Struggle, discouragement.
and efforts almost in vain marked a
period of three years for the club,
Then came along new spirit, and. ac-
tivity which increased the member-
ship to such proportions. that it. be-
came necessary to remove, to, three
different quarters within one ,year,
and now the Bronx organization ex-
panded into three circles, each of
which is occupying the largest hall in
their respective territory.

Among the big accomplishments nf
this league are the annual athletit
meet at the Pelham Bay Park, which
gains the patromage of' all* Yipsels
within a distance of fifty miles frorh
New York, the annual May Day cele-
bration, with a tarchlight procession,
the annual ball. which fills the largest
two halls in town. In March an at-
tempt was made in successfully ar-
ranging a public debate on "“Prepared-
ness’ hetween Henry A, Wise Wood
and James H. Maurer, which praved
the value of the league as a propa-
ganda body. .

The progress of the Y. P. 5. L. of
the Bronx can well stand-as a eri-
terion for the progress of the young
movement in America. ‘It has been
slow at times, but steady. And while
other leagues have had mnshrdom
growth, and turned miracles over-
night, then passed into oblivion, the
Bronx organization’s solidarity stands
as a monument to the faithful.epdea,
vors of its members, In the present
capitalistic “Katzenjammer” for Pre-
paredness, they have brought forth
the best talent in the country to offset
it. The league's influence has spread
to the City College, and the Morrjs
High School, ‘and its members , in
those institutions have heen leaders
in the fight against a military system

in the schools. Alone in the fight for
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‘enlightenment .in the midst of an en-
vironment of 2 Y. M. C, A, a Church
“House, and a Y. M. H. A, it has been
warning the danger signal as a beacon
light upon the dark, rough waters.
1s there a pluliel in this great coun-
+to - this u:uve young people’s

Y. P. 8 L'S

ful of B ille’s young Socialists, it
‘has spread rapidly, until it has attained,
at present, a membership of fifty girls
and bays.

Two administrations have come and
gone, and the third, which was elected
last month, is improving on the work of
the other two. »

The new organizer, Louis Troupp,
who is serving his second term, is one
of the most active members of the or-
ganization. In addition to his work as
organizer he is a member of the pro-
gram and arrangements committee, and
is a former member of the membership

s.nmalhﬂl:hod,tndhunmd
decide authoritatively the future man-
Im!d&.?.&l..mdm-lut
various committees and officers to
.., Bupervise same.

ln._tlh meantime leagues should dis-
cuss, the and welfare of the mag-
instruct their delegates as

to their views. See to it that the most
capable delegates are elected and that
they can attend this meeting.

The publishers of the magazine are
desirous that. th"Y P, 8. L. take over
its management and build it up more
efficiently to_serve the young Social-

ist movement. Here is a good oppor- -

.. tunity for the Y. P. 8, L. to do effec-
tive work. Send in the credentials of
the delegates elected to undersigned.

.E. Deutsch,
hdmunY P. 8. L. Committee,
412 W, 148th St., N. Y. C.

BROOKLYN Y. P. 8. L.

The Young People’s Socialist
League of Brooklyn is on the map
again. They are out :xam to fight

. the many evils that exist in the pres-
ent system of society. Not alone do
they . challenge the advocates of cap-
Jtalism, but they are organizing the
youth .of Brooklyn into a strong or-
. ganization. Seven circles make up

. the local. Circles 1 and 4 have lately
heen re-organized; Circles 2, 3, 6,
.and 9 are organized for some time,
_and have fine ‘business and literary
»prom’eu Among the directors of the
-league we have such comrades as Abe
Plotkin, Harry D. Smith, Bertha
Fraser, and Meyer D. Graubard. The
organizers are working hard to bring
success .to  Brooklyn, and as things
Jlook we will be.successful.

Jos. Tuvim, Organizer.

CIRCLE No. 2, BROOKLYN

The amazing success of the present
organization of the Young Socialists of
Brownsville (Circle 2, Brooklyn) has
‘drowned in the sea of Iofm(ulnesa the
dale and trlbullhon:- uf' ln predeces-

¢
Miss Sadie Mirin, the recording secre-
tary, is a member of the library and
arrangements committees, and is one of
the best members in the club.
The corresponding secretary, Louis
Levick, is serving his third term, each
time unanimously elected. He is very
active in the work of the organization,

Y. P. S. L. YONKERS, N. Y.

The Yonkers Y. P. S. L. helped to
firc one of the first guns in Allan L.
Benson's presidential campaign by
acting attendants at the lecture given
by Allan L. Benson and by Cornelius
Lehane, the great Irish labor leader
of Cork, Ireland, in the high school
auditorium on Saturday evening,
April 15, 1916,

There is a strong movement on foot
to introduce militarism in the Yon-
kers High School by the revival of
the. dishanded cadet corps, and it is
expected that the meeting will put a
vigorous check on the attempt. It is
fortunate that the Yonkers Y, P. S. L.
has a large number of members in
the Yonkers High School to oppose
the movements of the militarists.

The League held a preparatory
meeting, at which officers were
elected and preparation made for a

and is a member of the arr
and library committees. ]

Joseph Lopidus, treasurer, is a won-

deriul orator, and is the delegate of the

to the Socialist Party of
Brnwnnil!c. He is also a member of
the library committee.

The Young Socialists of Brownsville
are represented at the Central Commit-
tee of the Kings County Y. P. S. L. by
three most active members: Samuel
Stark, Benjamin Noskin, and Joseph
Schapiro.

The Young Socialists of Brownsville
have established a library and clipping
system. The library contains books on
Socialism and other topics of interest to
Young Socialists. The clipping system
contains more than 1500 classified ar-
ticles on all topics relating to Socialism
and Labor from the New York Call and
other Socialist papers. The work of the
library is carried on by this committee.

+Ida Brodsky, Sadie Mirin, Samuel Stark,
Louis Levick, Lillie Levinson. Credit
must also be given to Sydney Marks, a
recent member of the committee.

The circle intends to arrange an affair
for the near future, for the purpose of
getting more members to join. To take
charge of this work it has elected 2
committee consisting of Ida Brodsky,
Sadie Mirin, Louis Troupp, Louis
Levick, Herman B, J. Weckstein:

The clubs delegates to the Socialist
Party are: Joséph Lapidus and Alex-
ander Gottlieb. The Program Commit-
tee consists of: Benjamin Nockin and
Louis Troupp. The Membership Com-
mittee is composed of: Benjamin Potter,
Abraham Feingold and Milton Rothen-

TR.

The director of the Young Socialists
of Brownsville is Harry D. Smith, a
devoted Socialist, former candidate for
Congress, renowned orator and well-
known ter.

strong fight against capital-
ism. The League is naw in a position
to challenge the Bronx League in pro-
portion of membership. The Yonkers
League Has a representative member-
ship of two in 10,000, while the Bronx
Y. P. S. L. has a representative mem-
bership of one in every 10,000 of the
population of the Bronx.
Maurice Degenstein,
Rec. and Cor. Sec.

MEYER LONDON
The First Socialist Congressman from
New York .
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Y. P. 8. L. YOUTH—BROOKLYN

Although Circle No. 9 of Bay
Ridge is @ newly organized body, we
can report progress nlqu the whole
front. Our membership in good
standing is at present 38, and we are
still growing. We have a large field
to cover, but if we keep on organiz-
ing as we did in the past, our circle
will be at the end of the first year a
good onme, in quantity as well as in
quality.

The main.object of our agitation
work for the next two months will he
of an instructive character to such a
degree that every one of our mem-
bers understands why he belongs 1o
the Yipsels and knows that it has to
fulfil duties. - Everyone of us shall
be in a position to explain the posi-
tion of the Y. P. S. L. movement and
so hecome himself an agitator and
organizer for our cause.

Our meetings are generally in a
100 per cent. and better attended, It
shows a good spirit. We hope this
spirit will prevail and give little 9 a
solid foundation on which it can base
its fight for Socialism.

Alexander Jaunwiksna, Organizer,

NEW JERSEY NOTES

The New Jersey Yipsels are look-
ing forward to their third annual
convention, which will be held at
Progress Hall, 635 Elizabeth Ave-
nue, Elizabéth, N. J., on Sunday, May
14, 1916. ‘Indications are that this
gathering will surpass those held in
previous years, both in attendance
and general interest. The circles in
the State organization will elect
about fifty delegates to the conven-
tion, and many visitors are expected
to attend. All New York and New
Jersey Yipsels are urged to set this
date aside, since at this convention
they will be able to get a fine idea of
the work the New Jersey League is
doing. Elizabeth may be reached by
the Pennsylvania or Central Railroad
of New Jersey, the fare not being
excessive.

The comrades of Circle Elizabeth
are quite proud of the fact that the
convention is to be held in their home
town. Over a month ago the various
committees were elected to care for
the details in- connection with the
convention. Nothing will be left un-
done to welcome delegates and visi-
tors in a fitting manner.

The day's program,
change, is as follows:

The convention will be called to
order at 10 A. M. sharp. It will be
opened with a suitable musical selec-
tion to be rendered by the Elizabeth

ague orchestra. A number of fhe

S 5 i

subject to

E_’:;ny‘ who are interested in ‘the
)uyng People's movement, have been
invited to give short addresses. After
the election of all committees the
morning session will adjourn at 12
o'clock,

During the noon
pictures of
taken.

interval group
the delegates will be
One of the best photogra-

' phers in Elizabeth has been engaged

to perform this arduous task. It has
been promised that if conditions are
favorable the pictures will be ready
for distribution the same day. Each
circle is requested to take one of the
large photographs along‘.

Between 1 and 2 P. M. an appetiz-
ing lunch will be served. Don't for-
get that it will be home-made, too.
The afternoon business session will
start at 2" o'clock, and its duration
will depend upon the amount of bus-
iness to be transacted. At the after-
noon session the reports of commit-
tees will he heard and acted upon.
The officers for the coming year are
also elected at that session.

The New Jersey League boasts of
having fifteen live organizations,
three of them, Circle Perth Amboy,
Progress Club of Union Hill, and the
Karl Havlicek Circle of West Hobo-
ken, having been admitted in 1916,
Most of them are doing good work,
especially Perth Amboy. which de-
serves special mention, In the three
months of its existence the Yipsels in
Perth Amboy have accomplished
more than many of the circles have
done in the entire period of their ex-
istence. [f the present pace is kept
up, and from all indications it will
he. the slogan, “One thousand mem-
hers in 1916, will hecome a reality
before the year is over.

The circles are now busy selling
the special assessment stamps to
cover the expenses of the 1916 con-
vention,

Erna A. Semner, State Secretary.

MINUTES OF INTER-CIRCLE
COMMITTEE MEETING

Meeting held at Newark Labor Ly-
ceum. Called to order 435 P. M, Com-
rade Neuman in chair. Minutes of
previous meeting accepted. Those pres-
ent were Comrades Neuman., Knepper,
Kalinski. Cohan, Bader and Shaw. Five
other Inter-Circle Committee delegates
were absent.

The secretary reported on the out-
come of the state-wide essay contest and
also stated that the majority of the
leagues have failed to act on the I. C. C.
proposition to hold a baceball confer-
ence and tenmis tournament. The dele-
gates ‘reported favorably in reference to
circle co-operation for the checker

of the S

Comrades Knepper and Shaw elected
a committee of two to report May Tth
on plans to conduct a state-wide checker-
tournament.

Motion: That we recommend to con-
vention that the State Organizer be one
of the three state inter-circle delegates
clected on this committee. Carried.

Motion: That we réquest the New
Jersey Leagues to co-operate toward
boosting the Young Socialists’ Maga-
zine (Special May Edition), carried

Decided that the Inter-Circle Commit-
tee meet two weeks before the Stare
Committee meetings at 124 Market St,
at 2.30 P. M.

Motion: That the following be recom=
mended to the State Convention:

That the Inter-Circle Committee be
disbanded, that the Circles of New
Jersey elect one of their regular state
delegates to be known as a delegate on
Inter-Circle affairs, who shall meet with
the other 1. C, C. delegates in conjunc-
tion with our State Committee.

Duc to the lateness of the hour, this
motion was referred to next meeting for
disenssion.

Next meeting to be held May 7, 1018,

Adjourned 640 P. M.

Fraternally submitted,
Louis Cohan,
Secretary Inter-Circle Committee.

INTER-CIRCLE COMMITTEE
OF NEW JERSEY

The Inter-Circle Committee of the
New Jersey Y. P, S. L. is beginning
to show symptoms of Yipsel prog-
ress. Although organized but a few
months, its program of inter-circle
activity is gradually being compre-
hended by the circles,

To provide for social and educa-
shall tend to
unite the circles in a closer relation-
ship, is by no means a small problem.
This work is needed for organization
uplift, and ought to be accomplished,

Many circles participated in the re-
cent State-wide contest on “Youth
and Militarism.” This_event proved
fairly successful. Just now arrange-
ments are being made for a State
checker contest and baseball league.
The success of these undertakings
will necessarily depend upon the sup-
port given by every circle.

Through the inter-circle affairs the
New_ Jersey Yipsels are brought
closer together. At a Y. P. S. L.
event one can ste league members of
different circles chatting, joking and
discussing problems of Y. P. S. L.
welfare. All this tends to foster the
much-needed spirit of comradeship.

The 1. C. C. urges all the circles to
co-operate for success, Let no circle
whirk this responsibility. Send your
delegate to our important mecting, to
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. M., at 124 Mar-
m&%oe.wi}:h:y,

ssall 1..C. C. ¢ icati

Coh.u.. 10 Twelith Ave.,
Paterson, N. J.
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“man in the right place,” will
lectytPe on “The Fighting Chance,” at
2564 rl Ave, J. (Cyl uader the
au 28 the Cormirade Clab, Y. P.
- Phe Yigiséls ‘of Hudson County
are!planning i big public meeting on
“Military " Training 'in' the Public

School” 1 Tuesday, May '16, at-County

Headquirters, Plans‘are under way
for jerganizing a County Study Club,
which~prantises to be well “attended.
The "Néw Tersey State Picnic will be
a galy event, for Hudson County has
arrangements in hand and is planning
to make, the picnic.an Eastern Yipsel
I'QIII‘I!DIL ., .

Y. P, 8,.L.. PATERSON,.N. J.

Ciggle Paterson, N. J- (Y. P. 8. L)
is arranging for -its second' grand an-
nual. picnic, and games, to be held
Saturday afternoon and evening. July
1st, at Willard Park.  Iy's going to be

- @ monster, event, especially .if -outside

cirle co-operation can bg secured.
All_pear hy New York and New Jer-
sey gircles are, requested to reserve
the date, July . 1st, and .not:make any
conflicting engagements. ...

2
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" A L SHIPLACOFF
The " 'Fifst Socialist 'Assemblyman
_ b2k 5 from New Yorkfsre:

N

Well, ‘comrades,  what do you
think of our May Day edition of
the Young Socialists’ Magazine?
Do you mot think it is the best
issue ever gotten out? It is a
thirty-two page issue containing
articles by prominent Socialist
writers, cartoons, one of which is
contributed by our able and fear-
less comrade, Robert Minor, es-
says and poems by members of
the Young People’s Socialist
League, and a lot of other inter-
esting and instructive material
which will prove of much enjoy-
ment_and enlightenment to our
voung readers.

For the success of this issue
thanks are to be rendered to our
loyal and faithful comrades who
have been kind enough to volun-
teer their services either by writ-
ten word, or by active co-opera-
tion . in the circulation and
arrangement of this issue. The
Young Socialists’ Magazine hopes
to be able to gain their worthy
co-operation in the futurg in mak-
ing the ine a live medi
for the edueational, social and
physieal development of ~the
youth. ;

The Young People’s Socialist
Leagues, whose official organ this
magazine is, should make it their

/ endeavor to push the circulation

of this issue amongst their {riends
and get them to subscribe regu-
larly for it. Remember further-
more that this is your paper, and
that 'without your active coopera-
tion the magazine cannot get
along very successfully. What-
ever you desire your paper to be
is your privilege, and suggestions
for its further improvement will
be gladly welcomed. Do not hesi-
tate to send in your views about
the magazine—good or otherwise

TO OUR READERS

—to the editor. ' Fair and honest

criticism ‘will help a great deal to
put the magazine on a firm basis.

An important matter for Young
Socialists’ Magazine readers to
consider is this: If you want the
magazine to contain material of
particular interest to.the yauth—
especially that which' pertains to
the activities of the Y. P.'S. L,
you are the ones who. must do it.
The main purpose of the maga-
zine is to be a medium of expres-
sion for the youth; and therefore
the co-operation of our readers is
wanted along the following lines:
Write essays of modern interest;
short stories; poems; cartoons;
news items of interest, about ac-
tivities in the Y. P. 8. L, and
other young people’s clubs; and,
letters to ‘the editor relating to
any subject of importance, etc.
See that whatever you sent in for
publication is fairly-written, and
it shall receive proper considera-
tion on the editor’s part.

Comrades, do not forget these:
few recommendations.. = Begin
working now for the next issue of
the magazine and see whether we
cannot continue the good work
which we have realized in this
number of the magazine. Boost
the magazine in your League and
see to it that every memper gets.a
copy. Be ready at all times'to
lend your hand in building ‘up
your paper to be the best organ
for young people in the country.
Let's -all work together toward
this end. .

Again, in closing T wish to ex-
tend the:thanks, of the Young So-
cialists to-all-who have cooperated
in making this issue a stccess.

E. Deutsch,
Chairman ofsSpecial Magazine

“Conference.

3t e o
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good methods.

SCIENCE,
workers’ m

in English and Public Speaking.

tion to

The Socialist Party Needs You

But it needs you trained in the best ways of doing things and educated
in the knowledge of International Socialism.

Every state, every city is calling for ORGANIZERS, SPEAKERS,
WRITERS and SECRETARIES
compensated, sometimes not. Do you want to respond to the call?

The day of fighting capitalism with a few devoted soap-boxere is past.
Now we must prepare ourselves to meet their msthods with equally
Capitalism has all the money it needs to train its
agents. The Socialist Party has not

. But ﬁ a2 few months’ work at the RAND SCHOOL OF SOCIAL
you can equip yburselt to respond to the call of the
tant movement. In
COURSEr we give yoil courses i
Social Problems and also practical

The Course begins immediately after clection and ends the last of
April. , Begin to prepare now for next year

THE RAND SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
140 East 19th Street
New York City

i

Somerimes these positions are

our six months’ FULL-TIME
thesry of Socialism and all
vourses in Organization Methods,

Send for full informa-

i)

Parents and children are invited tc
inspect the methods of the Ferrer
Modern Sunday School, Yorkville, 2
“ehool conducted on strictly Socialist
principles. Look what we offer you:

Object Lessons (Anschauungs-
enterricht) rendered by four Socialist
teachers. All objects concerning the
and strugele of the working

Singing of English and German
songs with Socialist tendency.

Esperanto, Violin School. Stenog-
raphy,

Kindergarten '(Sundays only).

An excellent German School. Off-
<prings of eight” different nationali-
lies visit this department with the
t brilliant results.
ces are so minimal that every
worker can -afford to send his chil-
r:n to this school.

Registration, Sundays, between 9
VM. and 1 P.M. Saturdays, from
10 4P, M 7at SackPs Union Hall
1391 Second Ave.. between 82nd and
&rd Sts, (Advt)

i %Wﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ:ﬁ

The Abuse of Authority
Isabella in “Measure for Measure”
O! it is excellent
T have a giant's strength, but it is
tyrannous

T use it ke a giant

t men thunder

] hiimseli does, Jove would
ne'er he qguiet,

For every pelting petty officer

Would use his heaven for thunder:
nnthing but thunder

Merciful heaven!

Thou rather with thy harp and sul-
phurous holt

Split'st the unwedeable and gnarled
oak

Than the soft myrtle: but man. proud
man,

Dresst in a little brief aunthority,

Most ignorant of what he's most
assur'd,

His glasay essence, like an angry ape.

Plays such fantastic tricks before
high heaven

As make the angels weep.

—William Shakespeare.

GENERAL PRINTERS

%
THE PINE PRESS Et
|

|

%
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Meeting every, third Tuesday
of the month, Labor. Temple
Announcemenls of Exaursions in the

| Volkszettung eiony N Y. Call

m—

Die im freiheitlichen Sinne ge-
leiteten

Vercinigten Freien Deutschen

Schulen

von New York und Umgegend
erteilen Unterricht im Anschanungs-
unterricht in Verbindung mit Vortra-
gen sowie Gesang, und bei genugen-
der Beteiligung auch "Turrén, Zeich-
nen und Handarbeitsunterricht fir
Madchen, Die Adressen der €inzelnen
Schulen sind. in E
Manhattan: Rand School, 140 Ost

19, St, Samatag vorm.; Labor

Temple, 247 Ost B4. Str., Samsfag

und Sonntag vorm.: No. 2329 2

Ave, Samstag nachm.; No. 884

Columbus ~Ave;, Samstagy- vor

9-12 Uhr. ” v~
Ecke' 138. Str. und

Ave W - Stellwagen's

Samstag und Sonptag vorm
Brooklyn: Tabor-Lyceupr, 949: W 2

oughby Ave, Samstagivor< wmadz:

nachmittags. e aacn e iy
Long Island City: Hettinger's Haller

Broadway und 7. Ave, . SEms@g

vornittags. T oo s x|
Elizaheth, N. I.: 605 Efizabeth"Ave.

Sonntag vormittags. o0
Greenville: Labor Lyceum, 129

den Str., Samstag nachmittag
Union Hill: Frommchens Halle, Nev

York Ave. und Union Ste; Senn- ¥

tag vormittags.

Die Vereinigung hat  auch
hiibsch augestattetes’” Liederbuch’
Verlag. N“aher;'ﬁ-u;m,‘egtﬂk dend
Sekretir Reinhard Meyer, 301" Eage™™"
83, Street, New York. (Advt)

¢in <

A man’'s nature either runs to
herbs or to_wgeds; thereforg, let
him seasonably water the one and
destroy the other—Francis Bacon.
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DES KINDES RECHTE

Wir Kinder haben's Recht zum
Spiel—

Das macht gesund.. S 2 ae's s 3

Zu schwach sind wir zu schaﬁcn
wiel

Ohn' jeden Grund.

Aber's Kapital braucht Gold,

. Zwingt uns in seinen Sold.

Gebt Licht, das’ Wangen rot uns
macht
Und frische Luft;
. Freud’. bei Tag und Ruh' bei
~ Nacht
Und, Blumenduft.
Aber’s Kapital braucht Gold,
Zwingt uns_in seinen Sold.

_“Wir haben's Recht auf gute Kost,
Gesund und rem. ]
Geschiitzt zu sein vor Hitz' und
Frost
Und aller Pein. '
Aber's Kapital braucht Gold,
Zwingt uns in seinen Sold.

Das Kind hat's Recht auf frohen
Lauf

In Wald und Feld,

Bald hiigelab, bald hiigelauf,

Wie's ihm gefallt,

Aber's Kapital braucht Gold,

Zwingt uns in seinen Sold.

(—r_-—_._—;—_—_——

(Nach Prof. Shedd von J. Jiilich.) & = )

.0-0-.—0—0—“-0-‘-‘-. -8 .

-

i H o F FN u N C @ E Vor Emanuel Geibel. }
) 4

Lnd driut .der Winter noch so Blast nur, ihr Stiirme, blast mit Sie flicht sich blithende Krinze

sehr
Mit trotzigen Gebirden, .
»Und. streut . er "Eis uml Schnee
umher,
Es muss doch Fruhl.mg werde_n

Und dringen die Nebel noch so
dicht

*''Sich' vor den Blick der Sonne,

“75j# Wecket doch hit Tiferi Licht

Einmal die Welt zur Wonne.

Macht!
Mir soll darob nicht bangen;
Auf leisen Sohlen iiber Nacht
Kommt doch der Lenz gegangen.

Da wacht die Erde griinend auf,

Weiss nicht, wie ihr geschehen,

Und lacht in den sonnigen Him-
mel hinauf

Und méchte vor Lust vergehen.

ins Haar

Und schmiickt sich
und Aehren

Und lisst die Briinnlein rieseln
klar,

Als wiiren es Freudenzihren.

mit Rosen

Drum still!
mag,

O Herz, gib dich zufrieden;;

Es ist ein grosser Maientag

Der ganzen Welt beschieden.

Und wie es fri;“ren

SINE

s
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= D Mai und die Ju ]
! er erste Mai und die Jugend '
Vor finfundzwanz'; Jahren Forderungen des Arbeiter- und Parlamenten im besonderen

war es, im Jahre 1889. In Paris
feierte man die Erinnerung an die
grosse franzosische —Revolution,
die gerade hundert Jahre zuvor,
mit dem Bastillesturm, begonnen
hatte. Diese Revolution von 1789
war eine biirgerliche Revolution
gewesen ; das heisst: es hatte sich
bei ihr darum gehandelt, an Stelle
der bis dahin bevorrechtigten
Stinde, Adel und Geistlichkeit,
das Biirgertum zur herrschenden
Klasse zu machen, den alten feu-
dalen Kasten- und Standesstaat
zu ersetzen durch den modernen
biirgerlichen Klassenstaat. Und
zur Jahrhundertfeier dieser gros-
sen biirgerlichen Revolution ka-
men nun in Paris, nach langen
Jahren zum ersten Male wieder,
auch die Vertreter der Arbeiter
aus allen Landern zusammen, um
in ernster Beratung sich dariiber
auszusprechen, wie wohl am
wirksamsten der  Befreiungs-
kampf ihrer Klasse zu fordern sei.
Das war der Internationale Arbei-
terkongress, der im Juli 1889 in
Paris abgehalten wurde, der erste
Kongress der “neuen Internatio-
nale.”

Auf diesem Kongress beriet
man nun nicht nur {iber die gros-
sen Zukunftsziele und Zukunfts-
aufgaben der sozialistischen Ar-
beiterbewegung, sondern man be-
schiftigte sich nicht minder eifrig
auch mit den nichstliegenden Zie-
len und Aufgaben, die die soziali-
stischen Arbeiterparteien iibefall
in der Welt sich stellen miissten,
Und da erschien den Vertretern
der Arbeitersache als wichtigste
Forderung der Stunde ein griind-
licher Ausbau des damals noch in
seinen - allerersten  Anfingen
steckenden gesetzlichen Arbeiter-
schutzes. Unter den einzelnen

schutzes aber war es die einer
Verkiirzung der Arbeitszeit, die
obenan stand.

Vor einem Vierteljahrhundert
waren noch tigliche Arbeitszeiten
von zwolf und mehr Stunden an
der Tagesordnung. Der Arbeiter,
der so lange in der Fron der
Werkstatt, der Fabrik, des Berg-
werks gesteckt hatte, war nicht
nur durch den volligen Mangel an
irischer Luft und an Bewegung
im Freien gesundheitlich aufs
irgste gefihrdet, er war dann na-
tirlich auch véllig stumpf und
unfihig geworden, sich um die
Angelegenheiten seiner Klasse
und um offentliche Dinge zu kiim-
Er war zu miide, um ein
ernstes Buch 7u studieren, oft so-
gar zu abgespannt zur aufmerk-
samen Lektiire seiner Zeitung; es
fehlte ihm an Musse,
\'ereinsleben zu widmen und in
\'ersammlungen zu gehen. So er-
schien denn die Verkirzung der
Arbeitszeit geradezu als Vorbe-
dingung jedes weiteren kulturel-
len Aufstieges der Arbeiterklasse,
und so hatte es cinen guten Sinn,
wenn der Internationale Pariser
Arheiterkongress 1889 die
Forderung des gesetzlichen Acht-
stundentages in den Mittelpunkt
der niachsten Ziele der Arbeiterbe-
wegung aller Lander riickte.

U'm dieser Forderung des Acht-
stundentages aber den
schenswerten Nachdruck zu ver-
leihen, sollten, so wurde in Paris
beschlossen, die Arbeiter aller
Linder an einem bestimmten Ta-
ge des Jahres sich zu grossen
Kundgebungen vereinigen. An
einem Tage sollte von Millionen
von Arbeitern in allen Landern
den herrschenden Klassen im all-
gemeinen ufid den Regierungen

mern.

sich dem

von

wiin-

zugerufen werden, dass die Arbei-

ter nicht frither ruhen ung rasten

wiirden, bis sie sich ihr Menschen-

recht wenigstens auf jenes Min-

destmass an Musse und Kulturle-

ben hdtten, das der

Achtstundentag bedeute.  Ach:

Stunden Arbeit, acht Stunden Er-

holung, acht Stunden Schlaf: das,
sollte das proletarische Feldge-

schrei sein, das bei dieser grossen

internationalen Kundgebung den

herrschenden Klassen aller Lan-

der in die Ohren gellen sollte. Als

den Tag aber, an dem diese grossc

internationale Kundgebung
sich zu gehen habe, setzte der Pa-
riser Kongress den ersten Mai,
den alten Volksfeiertag, fest.

So entstand die Maifeier.

Iis kann nicht die Aufgabe die-
ses kurzen Artikels sein, unseren
jungen Lesern hier die nunmehr
funfundzwanzigjahrige Geschich-
te der Maifeier auch nur in gros-
sen Umrissen zu erzahlen. Wir
kinlinrn hier nicht schildern, mit
welcher Begeisterung die Arbei-
ter aller Lander, soweit sic damals
schon zum
erwacht waren, den Gedanken dex
Maifeier aufgriffen,
der ersten Maidemonstration, der
des Jahres 1890, die herrschenden
Gewalten iberall in der Angst
ihres hosen Gewissens furchteten,
nunmehr werde der “gewaltsame
Umsturz alles Bestehenden™ be-
ginnen, und wie sie
Angst Polizisten und Gendarmen
Infanterie, Kavallerie und Artil-
lerie gegen die Maifeier mobil
machten. Auch die vielfachen in-|
neren Auseinandersetzungen in
der Arbeiterbewegung selbst iber
die wiirdigste und wirksamste
Form der Maifeier konnen
hier nicht schildern, ebensowenig

erkampt

vor

Klassenbewusstsein

und wie bei

in dieser

wir
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_ die bisher erreichten pnknuhep

lfrfolgc der Achtstundenbewe-
gung, wie sie auf der einen Seite
. durch die Beeinflussung der Ge-
setzgtbung und auf der anderen
Seite durch die seit dem Jahre
m iiberall riesig crstarkten nge
werkschaftlichen Org
der Arbeiter erzielt wiirden.

"Nur bei Einem mbchten . wir
gern kvrz verweilen, bei der ge-
waltigen inneren Auagmsulmng,
die 'der Gedanke der proletari-
schen Maifeier selbst im Verlaufe
dieser fiinfundzwanzig Jahre er-
fahren hat.,

_-Wir horten, wie die Maifeier
ins Leben trat als Demonstration
fitr Arbeiterschutz und Achtstun-
dentag. "Aber indem diese De-
monstration an einem Tage die
Arbeiter aller Linder vereinigte,
wuchs sie ganz von selbst weit
hinaus iber ihren. urspriinglichen
Zweck: sie. wurde dadurch zu
einer gewaltigen Kundgebung fiir
die. Interessen- und Gedankenge-
meinschaft des internationalen
Proletariats, zu einer praktischen
Betatigung des michtigen Mahn-
rufes, den Karl Marx und Frigd-
rich Engels einst iiber die Ein-
gangspforte der  Arbeiterbewe-
erung geschrieben hatten, | des
Mahnrufes: Prolethrier aller Lin-
der, vereinigt euch! Und gerade
dieser Gedanke der internationa-
len Solidaritat-ist in der Maifeier
vonJahr'zu" Jahr zu immer stir-
kerem Ausdruck gelangt. Je mehr
* die Interessenkonflikte und Kon-
kurrenzkimpfe der herrschenden
Klassen die internationalen Ge-
gensdtze innerhalh der kxprmhs!t-
schen ‘er.l’t‘ichaftS “ordnung” zu-
gespitzt haben, fje furchtbarer die
Ristungen zu Lande, zu Wasser
und in" der Luft werden, mit de-
‘men die- “christlichen” Staaten

einander fortgesetzt bedrohen, je
nither dadurch von Jahr zy Jahr
dig ¥chauerliche Gefahr ¢ines all-

gemeinan \'

Soltkvigees mit seinen

unvoraussehbaren Verheerungen
geriickt sind, desto ‘mehr ist -die
Arbeiter-Internationale mit ihrem
Solidarititsideal zum einzigen
Schutzwall des Weltfriedens ge-
worden und desto augenfilliger
bekam die Maifeier von Jahr zu
Jahr den Charakter einer grossen
internationalen ~ Friedensdemon-

stration, einer Demdnstration ge- |

gen Militarismus, gegen Volker=
verhetzung und Kriegsgreuel.
Aber zugléich lérntén die Ar-
beiter auch immer besser begrei-
fen, dass die letzte Quelle von Mi-
litarismus, Volkerverhetzung und
Kriegsgefahr der Kapitalismus
selbst ist mit seiner auf der Aus-
beutung des Menschen durch den
Menschen und auf dem wilden
Kampfe aller gegen alle aufgebdu-
ten Wirtschaftsweise. Und so
wurde denn die Maiféier ganz na-
turgemass aus einer Kundgebung
fir die nichste 'Aufgabe des
wirtschaftlichen  Tageskampfes
schliesslich zu einer Kundgebung
fiir die letzten grossen Kultur-
ziele der Arbeiterbewegung iber-
haupt, zu einer Kundgebung fir
die neue, freie Gesellschaftsord-
nung des Sozialismus., Der erste
Tag des Monats, in dem die Na-
tur aus langer Winterstarre zum
bliilhenden Leben  des jungen
Frithlings erwacht — der erste
Mai wurde so zu einem Wahrzei-
chen des kommenden Menschen-
frithlings, den der Sozialismus
einst den Vélkern der Erde berei-
ten wird.
° Und wie der erste Mai uns klar
und immer ‘klarer unsre Ziele
zeigt und gleichsam diese Zigle-in
sich verkorpert, so zeigt er uns
auch und so verkdrpert es in sich
die Kampfmittel, die uns diesen
Zielen niher bringen. Als- !-lllzl!cl‘
Festug im Kreisladfe des “Jatires,
den das Prolétariat sich gesetzt
hat gegen den Willen seiner Aus-
hewrter unid Rcl1err<cher aus eige-
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licht uns der erste Mai die welt-
umstiirzende Macht, die in dem
revolutiondren Trotz des Proleta-
riats liegt. Indem die Maifeier die
Proletarier lehrt, sich in gewalti-
gen Massenkundgebungen! 'zu
zihlen, lehrt sie die, sich bewusst
zu werden der ungeheuren. Ge-
walt und Ueberlegenheit;: die al-
lein schon in' ilirer: Zahl liegt, in
ihrer Massenhaftigkeit. Der Ge-
danke der Arbeitsrulie am_ersten
Mai zeigte dem Proletariat sinn-
fillig, welche Bedeutung - seiner
Arbeitskraft und ihrer Verweige-
rung im Befreiungskampfe seiner
Klasse zukommt ; der grosse Mai-
gedanke des Zusammenschlusses
zeigte ihm den ungeheuren Wert
der gewerkschaftlichen und politi-
schen Organisation, die getragen
sein muss vom Wissen und von
der Erkenntnis der gesellschaitli-
chen Zusammenhange.

Jene Arbeitergeneration, die
einst im Jahre 1889 den Maige-
danken aus reinem, zukunftsglau-
bigem Idealismus heraus gebar,
sinkt ins Grab. Nur ‘wenige leben
noch unter uns, die damals' im
Vordertreffen unseres grossen
Kampfes standen.
proletarischen Jungen und Mad-
chen, ist ¢8 heute, das grosse Erbe
des sozialistischen Maigedankens
anzutreten. Jenes erste hgiliée
Feuer der jungen Maibegeiste-
rung, das vor finfundzwanzig
Jahren in Paris entzfindet wurde:

in euren jugendirischen und be-

geisteringsirohen Herzen schlage
es heute wieder empor. zu heller
Lohe! Der erste Mai ist das Fest
des jungen Sozialisnius und er ist
zugleu:‘n das Fest der sozialisti-
schen Jugend, denn die proletari-
sche Jugend ist berufen, die Ideale
des- V5lkermais.. m.herﬂichew
‘tege zu fihren. = .

R R

An euch, ihr’
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